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Amonji,’  the  many  l•(‘n1al•kal^l('  din- 
coveriea  of  thiH  very  remarkable  and 
jn-odnetive  ftonoration,  the  liook  of 
.Mormon  occupies  no  v<?ry  ordinary 
l)hice.  There  is  no  l)ook  in  the  Enji- 
lish  lans'uase,  or  perhaps  iji  any 
other,  that  has  received  so  wide- 
spread and  bitter  denunciation  from 
both  i)ress  and  pulpit,  as  the  book  of 
Mormon;  nor  is  there  anythinj*-,  h^ok- 
inj»'  at  it  from  our  Mormon  stand- 
point, haviufj,-  well  investigated  and 
tested  its  claims,  tha  t is,  wo  feel,  more 
unjust  and  umleservod. 

Briefly,  it  claims  to  bo  an  abridjj;- 
inent  of  the  sacred  records  kept  l)y 
the  forefathers  cd  the  aborigines  of 
this  American  Continent,  very  much 
as  the  Bible  is  such  a record  of  the 
Israelites,  on  the  Eastern  (’ontinent. 

It  clainis  that  the  American  Indi- 
ans. as  we  call  tliem,  are  but  a rem- 
nant of  a once  great  and  powerful 
nation,  which  spi-aug  from  a few 
famiiiesof  tlielineageof  the  Patriarch 
Joseph,  who  were  brought  to  this 
land  under  the  immediate  direction 
of  God,  a little  i)revious  to  the  Baby- 
lonish {.’aptivity.  Tins  history  e.\- 
tends  over  a pei-iod  of  about  one 
thousand  years,  ending  about  the 
<rlose  of  the  fourth  century  of  the 
(.’hristian  era.  This  Book  informs  us 
that  this  colony  brought  with  them 
the  Five  Books  of  .Moses,  wi-itten  ui)- 
on  brass  plates,  ami  tlie  prophecies  of 
the  Holy  Prophets  given  from  the 
days  of  Adam  dowji  to  the  time  of 
their  departure*  from  the  Land  of  Pal- 


estine; and  includes  some  of  the 
proj)hecies  of  Jeremiah.  That  tliispeo- 
l)le  sometime  after  their  coming  here 
divided  intotwo  peoples;  tiie one  call- 
ed Nephites,  being  led  by  pnjphets, 
who  I(*d  them  by  the  counsels  of  God, 
warned  them  of  judgments,  and  oft(‘n 
led  them  successfully  in  batGe  against 
the  other  people,  who  were  called 
jLamanites,  who  became  regardless 
of  God,  and  his  counsels,  and  were 
cruel,  revengeful,  and  terrible;  delight- 
ing in  wars,  robliery,  and  bloodshed, 
seeking  continually  to  utterly  destroy 
their  brethren,  the  Nephites,  from  the 
face  of  the  earth. 

These  prophets,  weareinformed,  j)re- 
dicted  many  great  national  events; 
foretold  the  coming  ministry,  per- 
secution, crucifixion,  and  resurrt“Ction 
of  Jesus  Ciirist;  peunted  out  signs 
that  would  be  given  on  this  land, 
both  of  his  birth  and  of  his  death, 
and  finally,  that  he  slunild  after  his 
resurrection  ai)pearto  and  manifest 
himself  to  tlte  righteous  in  this  land; 
that  he  should  greatly  l)less  them, 
and  establish  hiscliurch  amongthein, 
and  that  it  would  continue  foi-  some 
four  hundred  years  afterward.  That 
at  thetimeof  thecrucifi.xion  of  Christ, 
thei’c  were  great  darkness  all  over 
this  land;  that  the  earth  groaned 
and  tlie  rocks  rent;  that  many  cities 
j were  sunk,  and  waters  came  up  in 
i their  stead;  that  otliers  took  hre  and 
; burned  up,  and  that  mountains  were 
I carried  up  u))on  others,  and  that  so 
'great  w(‘re  the  judgments  over  all 
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this  land  becanso  of  tlio  wicluMlnws 
f)r  a }i-i-eat  part  of  tlie  people,  that  the 
\vhol<*  face  of  this  Northern  (’ontinent 
of  America  was  chanj^ed  from  its 
usual  and  natural  appearance.  That 
it  was  while  in  the  act  <)f  weepinji' 
and  mourniiifi:  for  tl)o  loss  of  tlieir 
kindred  and  people  afterthedarkness 
had  m-e<led,  and  the  (pmkinffs  of  the 
earth  had  ceased,  that  Jesus  stood  in 
their  midst,  in  his  ftlory.  and  minis- 
tered untothem  as  he  had  ministered 
to  the  saints  in  Jerusalem.  Now,  it 
was  tin;  desire  and  the  prayei-  of  the 
riji'liteous  upon  this  land,  that  the 
jAospel  of  Jesus  (,’lirist,  as  had  here 
amonM' tiiein,  in  its  iJiirity  should  be 
l)reserved,  and  come  by  way  of  the 
Oentiles  to  their  posterity  in  the  lat- 
ter days;  having  full  knowletlj>-e  by 
the  spii-it  of  propliwy,  that  the  Gen- 
tiles would  in  the  future,  be  led  to 
discovcn-  and  inhabit  this  land.  Ac- 
cordingly a prophet  of  the  name  of 
-Mormon,  being  the  last  but  one 
among  them,  was  commanded  of  the 
Lord  to  make  an  alu'idgmeiit  of  all 
the  sacred  writings  had  amongthem. 
which  he  did,  and  putallinthe  hands 
of  his  son  Moroni,  who  also  by  com- 
mand of  the  Lord  hid  them  up  in  a 
hiir  which  he  calls  Cumorah,  where 
they  liavelain  from  abfuit  the  close 
of  the  fourth  century  till  they  were 
delivered,  by  the  dirwtion  of  an 
angel,  into  the  hands  of  Joseph 
Smith,  in  1S29,  who,  we  are  informed, 
translated  them  by  the  gift  and  pow- 
er of  God.  into  the  English  language. 
This  book  is  therefore  called  the 
Hook  of  Mormon,  because  of  its  be- 
ing an  abridgment  of  sacred  things 
by  the  l*r(jphet  Mormon.  Here  we 
must  refer  the  read(*r  who  wishes  to 
get  a further  knowledge  of  these 
things  to  the  works  of  different  other 
authors,  who  have  given  a more  par- 
ticular account  of  these  matters,  as 
Oliver  ('owdery’s  Letters.  Orson 
I’ratt’s  Visions  of  Joseiih  the  Seer; 
A Voice  of  Warning  to  all  Nations, 
by  Parle.v  P.  Pratt,  Jind  othei>i. 

Notwithstanding  the  ordeal  of  i>ious 
slander,  and  priestly  and  editorial 
denunciation,  which  the  Hook  of 
Mormon  has  passed  through,  it  still 
remimlsoneof  oueof  thosecelebrfited 
lighthous(‘S,  imbed(>d  and  bolted  into 


the  soliil  rock,  against  wiiich  the  im- 
mense l)ill(jws  and  mountain  waves 
of  ocean  may  foam  and  swell  timl 
dash  themselves,  but  ])asK  by  to  tludr 
own  place,  leaving  it  entirely  unin- 
jured and  still  casting  it.s  cheering 
light  to  guide  the  tempest-tossed 
mariner  and  send  him  on  his  '\  ay  re- 
joicing. Again  it  would  remind  one 
of  some  grand  hidden  treasure,  whicli 
the  mor<‘  it  is  tested  tlie  bettei’  one  is 
satisfied  of  its  golden  genuineness. 
Or  of  a true  witness  at  coiii-t  who, 
the  more  he  is  buffeted,  brow-beaten, 
and  roughly  handled  by  his  opponent, 
the  bettiu'  ai-etliecoiirt  and  an  lionest 
jury  satistied  of  his  veracity. 

Here  we  will  say  a few  things  whieli 
we  feel  we  can  say  of  the  Ilook  of 
Mormon,  in  trutli,  and  without  fear 
of  successful  contradiction. 

1.  'Phat  there  is  not  a man,  nor 
set  of  men,  upon  the  face  of  the  oai-th 
capable  of  proving  the  Hook  of  M(»r- 
mon  an  imposition. 

2.  That  there  is  not  a man,  norsi't 
of  men,  on  earth,  who  c.an  give  any 
well-grounded  reason  for  rejecting  it, 
as  a revelation  from  God. 

J.  That  it  issupported  as  a revela- 
tion from  Go<l  by  a Jiumberof  wit- 
nesses. such  as  art'  sutlicieut  to  settle 
or  decide  any  case  i:)  law  or  etpiity. 
anywhere  under  heavt'ii.in  a court  of 
justice. 

4.  That  it  harmonizes  with  arch- 
a'ology,  chronology,  and  history, 
and  is  nt^t  ofiposed  in  any  way  to 
scienct'. 

5.  That  the  more  thoroughly  it  is 
investigated, examined, anti tt'sted  by 
the  unerring  laws  of  trutli,  the  better 
one  is  satistied  of  its  claim  <jf  being  a 
divine  record. 

<>.  There  is  not  a line  in  the  Hook 
of  Arorinon  that  opposes  in  any  way 
the  divine  teachings  of  the  Hible 

7.  There  is  not  a triu*  .Mormon  on 
earth,  man  or  woman,  hut  will  say 
that  the  perusal,  study,  ami  invi'sti- 
gation  of  the  contents  and  claims  t>f 
the  Hook  of  Mormon,  has  given  them 
at  least  double  the  regard  for  the 
Hible  and  its  teachings,  that  they 
ever  could  have  without  that  Hook. 

S.  Tliat  the  faith  of  the  Mormons 
in  the  promises  and  decrees  of  (tod  as 
set  foi-th  in  the  Hible.  is  at  least 
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•loiiblod  by  means  of  the  Book  of 
Moniion. 

9.  Tlmt  th(*y  are  nineli  better  men 
and  women  in  every  way  with  tlie 
Book  of  -Mormon,  tlian  they  wonld 
ever  havebe.m  witlioat  it. 

10.  That  it  is  imjawsible  That,  as  a 
])eo})le.  they  conld  ever  have  endnred 
the  persc'ention,  the  privations,  want, 
and  destitution  consequent  upon  the 
whole  people  beinj;-  several  times  i-ob- 
iied  and  didven  from  tlieir  liomes.  and 
acconiplislied  the  prodij>ioiis  iimh'r- 
takinji's  which  tlieir  enemies  jilve 
them  the  credit  of  necomplishin}*-,  in 
tliesame  lenstli  of  time,  if  They  liad 
no  faitii  in  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

11.  Tliat  tlie  temperance,  chastity, 
liospitality,  industry,  cheerfulness, 
fair  dealing,  general  devotion,  and 
self-d<'nial  of  tlie  -Mormon  jicojile 
which  many  distinji'uished  (lentiles 
have  j^ivcn  them  credit  for,  is  due 
in  great  measure  to  their  faith  in 
the  Book  of  .Mormon,  and  in  .loseph 
Smith  as  a in-ojihet  (‘f  (lod. 

12.  Tliat  there  are  various  conjec- 
tures and  theories  among  the  learned 
as  to  the  origin  and  authorshi|)  of 
tlie  Book  of  .Mormon,  each  making 
war  upon  the  other,  and  no  two  of 
them  alike;  The  whole  making  a very 
grand  bumlle  of  contradictions. 

I'o  this  we  must  add  that  the  chief 
iiK'ans  resorted  to  as  a weapon 
against  the  Book  of  Mormon,  is  the 
constant  effoi-t  to  blacken  thecharac- 
ter  of  Joseph  Smith,  and  his  early  as- 
sociates, in  order  to  render  them 
infamoTis,  and  their  testimony  worth- 
less; relying  upon  slander  and  defama- 
tion instead  of  testing  the  book  on 
its  own  merits  and  letting  it  stand 
or  fall  on  that.  In  these  matters, 
those  reverend  and  learned  gentlemen 
exhibit  a skill  in  knavery,  and  the 
perversion  of  facts  and  history  that 
is  reallyso  nnblushiiigand  surprising 
as  to  make  it  flitficult  to  reallv  find 
a ])ai'allel  elsewhere. 

Xow  then,  we  ask  where  is  the  sin 
of  believing  in  the  Book  of  .Mormon 
as  a revelation  from  Bod?  Th(>  Al- 
mighty re(]uires  men  to  have  a living 
faith  in  Him  and  in  His  promises,  pre- 
cepts and  commandments,  and  that 
they  be  obedient,  temperate,  chaste, 
industrious,  sober,  kind,  gentle.  p(*r- 


severing.  and  just;  and  our  enemies 
being  the  judges,  we  know  of  no  peo- 
ple on  earth,  where  these  good  traits 
are  possessed  in  so  high  a di'gree.  as 
among  the  Mormons 

But  is  this  all  that  can  be  said  of 
the  Book  of  Mormon?  Most  assured- 
ly it  is  not.  The  Book  of  Mormon, 
b(‘sides  being  con-ect  in  doctrine,  and 
in  iH'rfect  harmony  with  the  Xew 
Testament,  making  many  things  in  it 
of  vital  interest,  butin  dispute  anumg 
the  learned,  ver\'  jilain  aiul  easy  to 
the  understanding  of  the  simplest  ca- 
pacity, contains  also  many  import- 
ant i)rophecies  in  relation  To  this 
l>resent  generation,  nuuiy  of  which 
are  fulfilled  and  are  still  fulfilling 
since  it  came  forth  in  ls;i();  propheci<'s 
which, letus  say,no human  foresight, 
however  sagacious,  could  have  an- 
ticipated or  expected. 

-And  now  that  Joseph  Smith,  a 
mere  youth,  witli  but  a common 
school  education,  and  vei-y  meagre  at 
that,  being  very  poorly  able  to  writ<' 
hisown  nameorconimit  histhouglits 
to  paper,  could  by  his  own  nn.nded 
judgment  have  foretold  such  events 
ashave  taken  place  since  the  Book  of 
Mormon  was  print(‘<l.  with  such  ac- 
curacy and  precision,  is  merely  pre- 
posterous. 

First.  The  Book  of  Mormon  gives 
us  to  understand  that  after  its  ])ubli- 
<-ntion  into  the  English — which  took 
place  in  — that  will  believe 

the  words  of  the  book,”  “and  the 
Jews  which  are  scatter<‘d,  shall  begin 
to  believe  in  Bhrist,and  they  shall  be- 
gin to  gather  in  upon  the  face  of  the 
land.  -And  it  shall  come  to ’pass  that 
the  Ix)rd  God  shall  commence  His 
w<n*k  among  all  nations,  kindr(‘<ls. 
tongues,  and  people,  to  bring  about 
the  restoration  of  His  people  upon 
the  earth.”  (See  2nd  Book  of  X<'phi. 
chap.  12. ) 

For  such  a youth,  with  such  an  ed- 
ucation. to  predict  such  events  witli 
such  remarkable  certainty, is  certain- 
ly most  extraordinary  to  say  the 
least  of  it.  To  say  nothing  of  the  fid- 
filiment  of  the  saying  that  man.r 
should  believe  in  the  Book  of  Moi'- 
mon  after  its  publication — verified  in 
soi’emarkable  a manner,  and  still  go- 
ing (Ui— the  ])redictioii  that  the  Jews 
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wlio  had  been  scatt<M-o(l  in  all  na1i<ins 
for  ovei’  Heventaeii  contnrics.  Khoiild 
bef>'in  to  ratiirn  to  tlioir  own  lands, 
was  soinethhift'  that  no  man,  iinald- 
<>d  by  inspiration,  coidd  liavetlie least 
hope  would  take  i)lace.  Yet  this  has 
aetuallj'takon  i)lace,  and  many  thous- 
and Jews  are  now  living'  in  Palestine, 
thouf’h  at  the  time  of  the  coming’ 
forth  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  they 
wei’e  prevented  from  returning'  to 
that  land  by  some  of  the  severest 
enactinents  passed  by  the  ’I'urkish 
government  against  it.  Enactments 
which,  we  xniderstand,  forbade  any 
more  than  three  hundred  Jews  to  re- 
side there  at  any  tinu'. 

Moreover  upon  the  statute  bcn^ks 
of  nearly  all  nations  uj)  to  this  time, 
there  had  been  very  illiberal  and  op- 
I)resslve  laws  enacted  against  the 
Jews;  but  since  then, these  laws  have 
been  and  still  are  being  rei)ealed  one 
by  one,  till  scarcely  any  of  them  now 
remain  in  force  anywhere;  and  the 
Jews  are  now  as  free  to  exercise  the 
rights  of  citizenship  in  nearly  all  na- 
tions, as  any  of  the  i)eople  of  those 
nations  themselves.  Conse<iuently 
they  have  not  only  returned  in  many 
thousands  to  the  long-sought  lands 
of  their  fathers,  but  the  way  for  tlie 
entire  return  of  all  the  Jews  from  all 
lands,  uJio  wisli  to  do  so,  has  been, 
and  is  l)<-ing  constantly  pi'epared, 
and  every  hindrance  tf)  it  is  being  re- 
moved. Again,  the  number  of  Jews 
who  have  become  believers  in  Jesus 
(Jirist  as  their  long-expected  Messiah, 
since  the  Hook  of  Mormt)n  has  been 
published,  is  very  remarkable. 

Second.  The  Book  of  Mormon  tells 
us  that  the  fullnessof  the  gospel  as  it , 
is  contained  in  that  Book,  must  first 
go  to  the  nations  of  the  (jentiles.and 
then  it  must  go  to  all  the  House  of  i 
Israel,  who  are  scattered  upon  all  j 
tin*  face  of  the  earth,  to  gather  them 
out  of  all  countries,  and  establish  i 
them  iji  their  own  lands,  no  more  to  j 
be  scattered  for  (‘ver.  (1st  Book  of: 
Nei)hi,  chap.  J,  jtar.  4(>-47:  chap.  4—5.)  i 

And  now  when  we  see  the  (Josik'I  ' 
as  contained  in  the  Book  of  .Mormon 
harmonizing  and  uniting  as  it  does! 
with  the  New  Testament,  and,  as  it  I 
were,  making  these  two  Books  one,: 
going  into  all  nations,  and  bringing 


I many  thousands  of  the  honest  in  heart 
; out  of  all  these  countries  year  after 
i year,  till  now  it  has  gone  into  nearly 
all  Europe  and  many  othercountries, 
we  cannot  hide  it  from  ourselves  if 
we  would,  that  this  very  gosjx*!  will 
yet  soon  go  to  all  Israel;  and  that  by 
means  of  it,  Israel  will  be  gathered 
from  all  lands.  What  indeed  shall 
hinder  it  from  accomplishing  this 
great  mission? 

Nothing  on  <‘arth  is  easier  than  to 
i)nt  forth  predictions;  but  to  predict 
a thing  that  will  be  truly  fulfilled  in 
every  particular,  is  altogether  an- 
other and  <lifferont  thing. 

The  carrying  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Clirist  as  taught  in  the  Book  <jf 
.Mormon  and  the  New  Testament  to 
the  nations  of  tiie  earth,  without 
purse  or  scrip,  is  attended  with  fi 
good  deal  of  sacrifice  ui)on  the  j)art 
of  those  who  do  it.  and  is  most  cer- 
tainly no  child’s  play. 

The  sacrifice  of  lujine,  family, 
fi-iends,  and  the  neglect  of  business 
for  long  periods  of  time  to  travel  in 
a foreign  country,  meeting  constant- 
ly the  scorn.  I'ein-oach,  and  biiffet- 
ings  of  a fashionabk;  clergy,  and  their 
fashionable  and  relined  congrega- 
tions, strangers  in  sti’ange  lands, 
without  knowing  fi'om  day  to  day 
where  one  was  going  to  lay  Insheaci, 
or  break  the  l>read  of  life;  and  where 
countless  impediments  and  opposi- 
tion are  laid  in  the  way  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  this  gospel;  where  one 
has  constantly  to  look  to  (Jod,  and 
him  alone,  to  make  pi-ovisiwis  for 
one’s  natural  wants,  is  self  evidently 
a state  of  mind  that  it  takes  much 
more  to  bring  about  than  the  more 
misguided  nttei-ances  or  prophwie.s 
of  a.  vain  iinpostc'r. 

d'hose  who  imagine  such  things 
natural  to  man,  give  Josei)h  Smith 
gretitly  more  credit  for  forc'sight  and 
natural  ability,  tiiaii  any  .Mormon 
can  give  him  credit  for.  w(‘  most  em- 
phatically assure  tlie  reader. 

The  orthodox  clergy  of  the  pre.'^ent 
day  are  oft  at  tlieir  wits  ends  to 
know  ho'v  to  get  up  revivals  and 
mnkeeonverts.  but  many  times  ut- 
terly fail.  Yet  they  say  tliat  Mor- 
moiiism  spi-eads  and  increases  its 
Oonv(“rts  witli  a rapidity  nneijnalled 
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liy  any  uthorchui’ch oi’denoininntion. 
But  why  don’t  tiioso  vary  shrewd 
{•l<'r<>'ynu‘ii  who  pretend  tliey  “know 
all  about  Jo  Smith, " and  “how  Mor- 
monlHin  wa.s  conjui-od  u]),"  originate 
some  creditable  ajid  praisewortliy 
plati  of  reviving  thc'ir  tottering 
cliurcdiOH.  if  it  is  a matter  which  a 
“vile  impostor,”  such  as  they  im- 
agine Joseph  Smith  to  be,  can  ac- 
complish so  easily? 

'riiird.  The  Book  of  Mormon,  in 
varionsplacesin  it, teaches  thatevmw 
man  in  every  age,  and  of  all  condi- 
tions, from  the  days  of  Adam  down 
to  the  i)resent  da.v,  and  onward  to 
the  second  coming  of  (Jirist  in  the 
latt(M’  days,  wlio  is  honestly  seeking 
the  klng'<lom  of  God,  to  know  the 
will  of  God,  and  the  way  of  salva- 
tion, that  he  may  be  saved,  and 
avoid  being-  deceived  by  the  cunning- 
craftiness of  men  or  devils,  lias  a 
rig-htto  i-eceive  revelatitm  from  (lod, 
and  tlie  manifestations  of  his  Holy 
Spii-it  as  it  was  enjoyed  in  the  apos- 
tolic times  and  in  the  days  of  .Moses; 
as  for  instance:  “For  he  tliat  dili- 
g-imtly  seeketh  sliall  find,  and  the 
niysteines  of  God  shall  be  unfolded 
unto  them,  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
(Jhost,  as  w<‘ll  in  tliese  limes  (that  is, 
ill  the  sixth  cem  nry  before  ('hrist)  as 
in  times  of  old;  and  as  well  in  times 
of  old,  as  in  times  to  come;”  assur- 
ing- ns  that  God  is  tlie  same  yester- 
day, to-day,  and  forever;  and  that ; 
“Ins  course  is  one  eternal  round.’'  | 
(1st  Book  of  Nejihi,  chap.  J.  par.  9.) 
Again;  ‘‘when  ye  shall  receive  those 
things,”  that  is,  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon, “1  would  exhort  you  that  ye 
would  ask  God.  the  eternal  Eather, 
if  those  things  are  not  true;  and  if  ye 
shall  ask  with  a sincere  heart  witli 
real  intent,  having  faith  in  Fhrist,  lie 
will  manifest  the  truth  of  it.  unto 
you.  by  tlie  pttwer  of  tlie  Holy  Ghost: 
and  by  the  iiower  of  tlie  Holy  Ghost 
ye  may  know  tiio  trutliofallthings.” 

* * * “And  ('lirist  truly  said  un- 
to our  fatliers,  if  ye  have  faith,  yecan 
do  all  things  which  is  expedient  unto 
me.  Ami  now  I speak  unto  all  the 
mids  of  the  earth,  that  if  the  day 
Cometh,  tliat  tlie  gifts  and  power  of 
God  shall  be  done  away  among  .vou. ; 
it  shall  be  because  of  unbelief.  And  ' 


woe  be  unto  the  children  of  men,  if 
this  be  the  case;  for  there  shall  bo 
none  Hint  doeth  good  among  you, no 
not  oiie.  Foi- if  tliere  be  one  among 
yon  that  doeth  good,  he  shall  woi-k 
by  the  gifts  and  power  of  God.  Ami 
woo  unto  them  that  shall  do  fiieso 
things  away  and  die,  for  tlu'y  shall 
die  in  tlieirsins,  and  tliey  cannot  be 
saved  in  the  kingdom  of  God.”  (Hee 
chap.  10,  Book  of  Moroni.  Book  of 
•Mormon.) 

Wliile  the  leaders  of  the  many 
chiirclies  of  the  present  day  havebeeii 
denouncing  the  iircHnous  things  ofthe 
Book  of  .Mormon,  as  imposition  and 
fraud,  they  have  not  been  awaretliat 
many  Latter  Day  Saints  or  Mormons 
Iiave,  tliroiigh  the  prayer  of  faitli  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  ('lirist  according 
to  the  above  admonitions,  and  also 
many  such  admonitions  of  the  New 
Testament,  obtained  for  tiiemselves 
a certain  knowledge  tliat  the  Book 
of  ilormon  and  the  revelations  of 
Joseph  Sniitli  are  true;  a knowledge 
wliieh  makes  their  hearts  glad  and 
that  gives  them  a peace,  a courage, 
and  a consolation  thattheworld and 
the  orthodox  clergy  know  notiiing 
aliont.  And  herein,  we  may  truly 
say  is  tlie  key  to  their  success  in 
building  up  tliat  cluirch  und(*r  eveiT 
known  difiicnlty,  adversity,  and  op- 
position. This  is  wliy  tlie  Mormon 
people  increase  in  such  a ratio  as  it 
does,  while  the  cliurclies  that  de- 
nounce and  ojipose  them  constantly 
liocay  ami  go  over  to  infidelity. 

We  have  (juoted  the  above  sayings 
as  proplietic,  simply  because  neither 
Mormotis  nor  any  other  pooiile, know 
that  they  are  true,  till  they  search 
and  coinjiare  tlumi  with  the  scrip- 
tures, and  test  them  by  tlie  prayer  of 
faitli,  as  abov(‘  admonislied  and  re- 
(inired;  and  we  feel  safein  sayingthat 
very  few  ilovmons,  if  indeed  there 
are  any,  have  ever  went  out  to  preach 
the  gospel,  who  could  not  say  tliat 
the.v  knew  their  faith  was  true  by 
evidence  that  they  could  notjiossibl.v 
be  mistaken  in;  for  God  has  shown  it 
to  them  by  one  or  another  of  those 
various  gifts,  by  which  henianifested 
liiniself  to  men  ami  women  in  days 
of  old.  wlio  were  faithful  to  his  pn*- 
cejits. 
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All  these  precious  gifts  of  God  as 
possessed  by  the  cluiirb  of  ('hrist  in 
days  of  old,  are  possessed  i).v  tlie 
Latter  Day  Saints,  acuuu-dhig  as  they 
follow  the  directions  given  in  the 
liook  of  Mormon,  and  the  New  Tes- 
tament: wliile  the  ortliodox  are 
<‘very  where  preaching  that  revelation 
censed  in  dolin  the  revelator;  and 
since  his  day  no  more  revelation  is  to 
be  expected;  giving  all  to  understand 
that  "oui-  wisdom  and  our  knowl- 
edge is  now  so  all-sufficient  lliat  we 
no  longer  need  revelation  to  guide 
us.”  (),  fools  and  madmen!  Pray 
where  did  these  learned  divines  get 
this  precious  knowledge  from?  Most 
truly  not  from  the  scriptures;  for 
these,  even  the  revelations  of  St. 
Jolin  themselves,  very  gtaively  give 
the  lie  to  all  this.  It  is  enough,  how- 
ever, for  us  that  the  scriptui-es  fi-om 
beginning  to  end,  u|)hold  the  Book  of 
Mormon  and  the  Mormons  in  tliis 
matter  of  continued  revelation,  and 
very  clearly  condemns  the  enemies  of 
it,  in  all  generations,  learned,  and 
un  learned. 

Take  for  instance  the  following: 
Heb.  5:  4-'>.  “Xo  man  taketh  tliis 
honor.-’  that  is,  the  honor  or  office  of 
the  priesthood  “unto  himself,  but  he 
that  is  called  ofGod  as  was  Aaron;” 
and  here  we  are  also  informed  tha  t ev- 
en Jesus  Christ  did  notgloi-ify  or  mag- 
nify himself  by  taking  this  honor  un- 
til he  was  called  to  it  by  the  Al- 
mighty, who  said  to  him,  “Thou 
art  my  beloved  son,  this  day  have  I 
begotten  thee.”  We  contend  then 
that,  if  no  man  can  act  in  the  name 
of  God  as  a priest  or  minister,  but  he 
that  is  called  of  God  as  was  Aaron, 
that  is,  by  revelation,  that  all  the 
so-called  ministers  and  j)riests  ofGod 
throughout  Christendom,  are  simply 
U8uri)ers  and  impostors:  for  the'v 
every  one,  deny  the  m^cessity  of  revel- 
ation, for  any  purpose  whatever. 
This  is  rather  severe  language  we 
know;  but  they  will  have  to  charge 
it  upon  the  Almighty,  and  not  upon 
the  .Mormons. 

But  this  is  not  all,  by  very  great 
odds.  Thi.s  same  Paul  wh<’)  wrote 
the  above,  has  also  told  us,  that  God 
has  set  in  his  church  apostles  and 
prophets,  evangelists,  pastors,  and 


teachei-s  with  the  various  gifts  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  “for  the  i)erfectiiig  of 
th(*  saints,  for  the  work  of  the  minis- 
try, for  the  edifying  of  the  bod.v  or- 
church  of  Christ,  till  we  uU  come  into 
the  unity  of  the  fiiith,  and  th(;knowl- 
edge  of  tlu^  son  of  God,  into  a perfect 
man,  unto  the  measure  of  thestatnre 
of  the  fulm'ss  of  Christ:  that  wehence- 
forth  be  no  more  ciiildren  tossed  to  1 
and  fro.  and  carried  about  by  every 
wind  of  doctrine,  by  the  slight  (’)f 
men,  and  eunningcraftiness,  wherel)y 
they  lie  in  wait  to  deceive.”  (E[)hes. 

4,  S-IJ.  See  also  12-14  chapters  of 
Paul’s  First  Epistle  to  the  Coi-inth- 
ians.)  Every  reasonable  manshould  | 
know  that  if  tlie  church  in  Paul's  ' 
day  could  not  bo  perfected,  nor  edi- 
fied, nor  kept  in  the  unity  of  faith, 
and  from  being  carried  ‘ about  by 
every  wind  of  doctrine,  and  the  cun- 
ning craftim^ss  of  de(teivers  without  1 
apostles,  prophets,  and  evangelists 
called  of  God,  as  was  Aaron,  that  is  j 
by  revehition  from  God— for  that  J 
was  truly  how  Aaron  was  called 
(Exod.  2S,  1,)— and  j)ossessed  of  the 
various  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to 
(jualify  them  foi-  their  ministry,  that 
surely  such  things  canuot  bo  done 
now  without  such  officers,  and  gifts, 
in  the  church  God. 

The  three  chapters  above  referred 
to  in  1st  (ior.  are  occupied  by  Paul  in 
showing  the  necessity  of  the  gifts  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  in  thochurch, 
and  at  the  conclusion  he  savs,  “If 
any  man  think  himself  to  boa  proph- 
et or  sp/r/fna/,  let  him  acknowledge 
that  the  things  which  I write  unto 
you,  are  the  commandments  of  God.” 
(1st  (h)r.  14:27.)  That  being  the  case 
then,  it  becomes  a matter  of  the 
highest  importance  to  all  men.  to 
know  whether  tlie  Almighty  hasever 
abrogated  these  commandments  or 
not.  But  not  only  do  we  find  no 
evidence  of  the  abrogation  of  tliese 
most  important  commandments,  but 
we  find  throughout  the  scriptures 
that  they  remain  in  full  force,  and  . 
must  till  the  consummation  of  all  , 
things.  A mere  glance  at  modern  i 
Christendom  with  its  vast  number  of 
clashing  and  contradictory  creeds, 
and  contending  p7-iests  and  jninisters,  j 
should  convijice  any  one  that  tliere  j 
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is  no  “unity  <jf  faith”  ainons  them, 
and  tiiat  nnm  are  cari-ied  ai)Out  with 
every  wind  of  doctrine,  and  milled 
upon  nearly  every  principle  of  the 
faith  of  Jesns  Christ,  and  that  dark- 
ness evei-y  where  covers  theeartli,and 
ii,-ross  darkness  tlie  minds  of  all  peo- 
pl<‘.  for  want  of  revelation  and  the 
j;-ifts  of  the  Gospel,  as  set  forth  by 
Paul,  and  Jesus,  and  all  theaitostles. 
We  hud  c'very  wiiere,  the  same  need 
for  all  these  precious  thing-s  that 
there  has  h(M>n  at  any  time  in  the  his- 
tory of  mankind.  Nor  is  there  the 
sliffhtest  hope  that  it  will  ever  beany 
different  amoiif’-  them  luitil  they  be- 
f>-in  to  regard  the  Almighty  as  all 
l)r<>phets  and  apostles  rejfarded  him; 
that  is,  as  “a  revealer  of  secrets, ’’one 
“who  revealeth  the  deep  and  secret 
thinj^’s,”  who  knows  what  is  in  the 
darkness,  the  lij>'ht  beiny:  ever  with 
him.  (Dan.  2:19-22,  2S,  29,  47.) 

Jo8e[)h  in  E>;ypt  sayst  “Do  not 
interpretations  iielong-  to  God?”  In 
other  words,  do  not  the  revealing' 
oftdl  seci’ets  of  any  importance  to 
man,  which  cannot  be  settled  by  hu- 
man wisdom,  belong  to  him?  (Gen. 
40:S.)  Moses  says,  “Would  to  God 
that  all  the  Lord’s  i)eople  were 
prophets,  and  that  God  would  put 
ids  spirit  upon  them.”  (Nuin.  11: 
2(5-29.)  He  did  not  teach  men  to 
trust  to  their  own  wisdom  certainly. 

Again  he  says,  “The  s(x:ret  things 
belong  unto  God;”  that  is,  they  be- 
long to  God  to  reveal:  “but  the 
things  that  are  revealed  Ixdong  to  us 
and  our  children  for  ever,”etc.  (Deut. 
29:29.) 

Job  says,  “He  (God)  discovereth— 
revealeth — deep  things  out  of  dark- 
ness, and  bringeth  to  light  the  shad- 
ow of  death,”  or  the  place  of  the  de- 
parted dead.  (Job  12:22.) 

Paul  says,  “1  would  tliat  ye  all 
spake  with  tongues;  but  rather  that 
ye  prophesied;  for  greater  is  he  that 
prophesieth,  than  lie  that  speaketh 
in  tongues,  excejit  he  interpret,  that 
the  church  may  rweiveedifying, ’’that 
is  enlightenment,  strength,  knowl- 
(‘dge,  wisdom  and  encouragement  in 
righteousness.  (1st  Cor.  14,5.) 

Solomon  says,  “Where  there  is  no 
vision  the  people  {lerisb.”  (Prov. 
29:1S.)  And  again  he  says.  “Evil 


men  understand  not  judgment;  but 
they  that  seek  the  Lord  understand 
all  things,”  that  is,  they  understand 
all  that  they  empiire  of  God  in  rela- 
tion to.  (2.S;5,)  “I  sai<l  not,”  says 
the  Almighty,  “to  the  House  of  is- 
rael,  seek  ye  me  in  vain.”  This  shows 
vei'.v  plainly  that  God  has  nor  only 
commanded  men  to  seek  knowledge 
from  him,  but  that  they  will  notsi'ek 
it  in  vain.  (18.45:19.)  Saul’s  father 
once  lost  some  asses,  and  sending  his 
son  to  look  for  them,  the  latter  fail- 
ing to  find  them,  was  simple  minderl 
enough  to  go  and  empiire  of  God  for 
them  thi'ough  Samuel  the  projih- 
et.  Samuel  did  not  scold  him  nor 
call  him  superstitious  nor  anything 
of  that  kind;  but  seemed  to  be  well 
pleased  with  the  young  man  for  so 
doing.  (1st  Sam.  hchaj).) 

Says  Jesus,  “what  man  is  there  of 
you  who  if  his  son  ask  for  bread  will 
he  give  him  a stone?  Or  if  he  ask  a 
fish,  will  iKfgivehim  a serpent?  if  ye 
then  hein^  evil,  kmjw  how  to  give 
good  gifts  unto  youi-  children,  how 
much  more  shall  your  heavenly 
Father  give  good  things  to  them  that 
ask  him?”  (Math.  7:7-11.) 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  theclergy 
of  all  denominations,  actually  be- 
lieve where  an  innocent  young  man, 
like  Joseph  Smith,  who  was  suffering 
much  in  his  mind  in  consequence  of 
not  knowing  which  of  all  the  clash- 
ing systems  of  faith  now  on  tin* 
eartli  was  the  true  one,  and  was  en- 
couraged by  various  scriptures  toon- 
quire  of  God  that  he  might  know 
this  most  important  thing,  that  God 
actually  gave  him  a serpent  when  he 
asked  for  a fish: — simjdy  deceived  and 
bewildei-ed  him,  when  he  asked  to  bo 
enlightened  upon  thewost important 
question  that  was  ever  jiresented  to 
man.  .Vnd  when  God  answered  him 
in  a most  glorious  vision  that  none 
of  them  wore  right,  and  that  they 
were  all  following  erroneous  and 
abominable  creeds,  it  is  no  wonder 
that  they  all,  with  liero  and  there  a 
rare  exception,  persecuted  him  with 
a most  bitt<'r  iwrseciition.  as  their 
fathers  of  old  pei-secuted  the  proph- 
ets, for  telling  them  the  truth. 

The  scriptures  are  full  of  evidence 
that  “God  is  a revealer  of  secrets”  to 
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all  mankind  in  every  age,  In  every  ! 
country,  and  to  every  i)e(>ijle  who  ' 
cull  upon  him  Riithfully,  and  even  ' 
more;  that  lie  is  actually  well  pleased 
with  men  and  women  anil  children,  i 
who  seek  knowledge  and  wisdom 
1‘rom  him.  Mon.-over,  as  the  ai)OHtle 
James  tells  us  he  willnotonly  notui)- 
bruid  any  man  for  asking-  liim,  but 
he  will  g-ive  him  ///a‘/-£///.rofthe things 
asked.  (James  1,  5.) 

Most  unquesti<);iably  then,  the 
B.ook  of  Mormon  is  right  in  contend- 
ing for,  and  teaching  tiie  necessity  of 
continued  revelation  from  (xod;  for 
the  scriptures,  wlien  we  once  get  the 
scales  of  sectarianism  removed  from 
our  eyes,  most  ti-uly  condemn  the 
priests  and  divines  of  all  ages,  who 
contend  against  revelation  from  God 
Looking  at  all  these  things  in  the 
light  of  revelation  we  may  truly  say 
that  all  the  gross  delusions,  decei’)- 
tions,  and  frauds,  that  have  in  the 
sha|)e  of  religion  in  all  the  past,  curs- 
ed, blinded,  oppressed,  and  deluded 
mankind,  have  been  iialnied  upon 
them,  and  have  been  fostei-ed  and 
built  up  among  men  becaus<*  they 
either  would  notemjuire  of  (Jod,  or 
else  knew  not  that  it  was  their  privi- 
lege so  to  do.  In  modern  times  it  is 
this  same  disregard  of  revelation  that 
has  fostered,  and  fastemal  a hundred 
clashing  and  nonsensical  creeds  u|)on 
mankind,  and  led  their  advocates  to 
contend  one  with  another,  and  to  so 
grossly  i)ervcrt  the  written  thing-s  of 
God,  that  almost  every  thinking  man 
turns  away  from  them  in  disgust  and 
despair  of  finding-  that  good  way 
wherein  if  a man  walk,  he  shall  not 
stumble,  but  find  rest  to  his  soul. 

Here  we  shall  leave  this  matter 
with  the  i-eader  to  decide  with  him- 
self wlu'tlier  God  will  not  or  ought 
not  to  give  knowledge  by  revelation 
to  the  honest  .seeker  after  truth;  and 
whether  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  right 
or  wrong  upon  this  subject. 

To  this  we  could  have  added  a very 
co)isiderable  array  of  prophecy  from 
the  Bible  showingunmistakably that 
G()d  will  in  the  near  future  reveal 
great  things  to  the  House  of  Israel, 
who  are  now  scattered  in  all  lands: 
pn-paratory  to  tlicir  being  gatheretl 
to  tlH'ir  own  lands;  but  will  not  now. 


I The  next  point  which  we  sliall  test 
[ on  the  veracity  of  the  Book  of  Mor- 
' mo)i  is  that  it  accuses  the  old  mother 
church  of  R<jme  of  suppressing  and 
] taking  away  “many  i)lai)i  and  i)re- 
cious  parts’’  from  tlu-  Bible,  or  the 
sacred  writings  of  the  prophets  and 
apostles;  so  that  after  these  writings 
came  down  through  that  church  to 
the  time  of  the  Iteformation,  there 
are  many  preciou.s  tilings  a.nd  coven- 
ants, which  (rod  had  previously  re- 
vealed and  made  with  his  people,- en- 
tirc'ly  lacking;  and  that  the  object  of 
tliis  great  and  abominable  ciuindi,  as 
she  is  here  called,  in  taking  away 
tliese  precious  things,  was -that  “she 
might  blind  tlie  eyes  ami  liarden  the 
liearts  of  the  children  of  men.”  (See 
Ist  Book  of  Nephi,  chap.  J:4‘3.) 

This  raises  anotlier  very  serious 
(piestion  between  tlie  Book  of  Mor- 
mon and  all  those  divines  who  say 
that  “the  canon  of  .scri[)tiire  is  fnl). 
and  we  need  no  more  revelation,” 
etc.  We  are  (piite  willing  that  tlie 
scriptures  themselves  shall  decide  this 
great  point,  either  against  the  Book 
of  Mormon,  or  against  modern  di- 
vines. We  shall  first  examine  Acts 
!{:18  to  24.  “But  tliese  things  which 
God  hath  showed  by  the  month  of  nil 
his  prophets,  that  Christ  slioiild  suf- 
fer, he  hath  s(j  fulfilled.”  It  is  here 
plain  then  that  nil  the  ])rophots  of 
(jod,  before  Jesus  Christ  came  into 
the  world,  had  said  at  least  some- 
thing in  reference  to  the  suffm-ings, 
trials,  iiersecntions,  and  death  that 
.fesus  was  to  die,  but  in  looking  over 
the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament, 
we  find  it  v(‘ry  sadly  lacking  in  any 
such  prophecies. 

1st.  Ill  some  eleven  of  the  sixteen 
prophets  now  remaining  in  the  Bible,  , 
there  is  not  one  word  in  reference  to  ' 
either  the  sufferings,  death  oreoming 
of  Jesus  {’hrist;  or  in  any  way  refer- 
ring to  liiin  whatever;  and  2d,  there 
is  so  little  of  anything  definite  ns  to 
time  or  place  referring  to  him  in  the 
five  or  six  other  pi-ojihets  that  re- 
main, we  feel  at  a loss  —yes  greatly 
at  a los.s — to  know  how  tin*  greatiu- 
part  of  it  could  be  ajipiied  to  Christ, 
anyway. 

Verse  22.  “For  Mcises  truly  said 
unto  the  fathers,  a prophet  sliall  the 
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Lord  oni'  (Jod  raise  up  unto  yon.  of 
vour  l)rethren.  liUe  unto  me;  hiiij 
shall  ye  hear  in  all  thinj>'s  whatsoever  ' 
1h‘  shall  say  unto  you;”  etc. 

'I'nie,  we  liiid  these  words  in  Deut- 
eronomy; but  how  any  one  in  the 
days  of  Christ  could  apply  them  un- 
to'him.  without  nioiv  in' 

the  connection,  ch'arly  pointiiif*'  to 
('hrist,  is  anythinff  but  easy  to  see.  ; 
At  any  rat(‘ if  the  Moianons  should' 
|)ic.k  up  a prophecy  so  indefinite  in 
itself  as  to  time,  place,  or  tribe,  and  ; 
ai)ply  them  to  .foseph  Smith  for  in- 
stance as  lu'oof  that  he  was  some 
a'rent  prophet  promised  inthesedays,  ! 
we  should  expect  tliat  the  whole; 
Christian  world  would  lau;L2,'h  at  us;  i 
and  indee<l  who  could  blame  them?, 
The  words  as  they  now  stand  in  the 
text  no  more  point  to  Christ  than  i 
th(‘y  do  to  any  other  jn-ophet  bef(»re  ; 
him. 

V(>rse  24.  “Yea  and  all  the  pro|)h- 
ets  from  .S'a/iiuef  fiiose  ti\nt  fol- 
low after,  as  .many  as  iiavic  si’okkn 
have  i.iKKWisK  foivtohl  of  tiiksh 

DAYS.” 

.Now  yon  may  be^iu  with  the 
l)rophet  iSiimuel — };r<!at  a i)ropl)et  as 
he  was — and  you  cannot  find  a line 
in  all  his  writings,  that  alludes  to 
('iirist  in  the  most  distant  manner 
whatever.  Then  ^o  through  tlie 
l)rophets  .Jei'emiah,  and  Ezekiel — two 
other  }>'reat  prophets — and  not  a line 
is  tliere  in  them  that  alludes to(’hrist 
or  his  times.  Then  turn  t(»  Hosea, 
.lonah,  .\mos,  Nahum,  llabakuk. 
01»adiah.  Zephaniah  and  Haj^ft-ai.and 
i>o1  hinj>' in  relatio7i  to  Christ  what- 
ever is  found  in  their  writin^ts.  .\nd 
to  these  eleven  i)rophets.  all  follow- 
Injf  Samuel,  we  may  add  some  five 
other  note<l  prophets,  who  also  fol- 
lowed Samuel,  whose  works  are 
wholly  and  entirely  lost,  and  who 
accordinj;'  to  our  text  must,  have 
s{)(jk(*n  of  the  days  of  Christ:  As  the 
Hook  of  Nathan  the  I’ro[)het;  Hook 
of  (fad  the  Seer:  list.  Cliron.  21):2y.) 
'riie  Hook  of  (he  Prophecy  of  Ahijah, 
and  Hook  of  Iddo  the  Seei-.  (2d. 
Chron.  1):2‘.).)  .\nd  the  Hook  of  Sh('- 
maiah  the  Projjhet,  (2d  Chron.  12:15.) 

So  when  we  come  to  consider  the 
little  that  is  now  reinaininji'  in  reh'i  - 
(“iice  to  f.’lirist  in  tlie  otherfew  Hooks. 


viz:  Isaiah.  Daniel.  Joel.  Zechariah. 
.Malachi  and  Psalms,  we  find  a jjood 
deal  of  difilculty  in  applyinj;'  most  of 
them  to  Christ’s  days  at  all;  for  a 
considerable  part-of  even  this,  refers 
to  th(' times  of  (Jirist’s  second  com- 
inji’  and  not  to  the  first. 

In  connection  with  all  this,  includ- 
inj*-  the  saying t ha t “Oppolis uii^htil.v 
(powerfully  and  overwlieiminji'ly) 
r‘077Vi/ice</ the  Jews,  and  that  puhlic- 
ly,  showinj;-  hy  the  scvij>tmvs,  that 
.lesiis  was  the  Christ,”  (.Acts  1S:2.S. 
11:22)  we  are  compelled  to  ixdievethat 
a wholesale  robbery  and  sui)pression 
of  holy  scriptures  hav(!  taken  place 
since  the  fathers  of  tin*  New  Testa- 
ment fell  asleep.  Surely  Peter,  on  the 
day  of  Pentecost,  in  the  pn'sence  of  a 
host  of  Jews  from  all  (piarters  of  the 
ji'lobe,  all  of  whom  were  in  possession 
of  these  i»rophecies.  could  not  have 
had  the  effrontery  to  tell  this  i)eople 
of  ])rophecies  in  relation  to  ('hrist. 
written  in  all  tliese  books  that  had 
novel'  had  an  existence.  .Vnd  surely 
al.so,  if  in  the  days  of  Paul  there  were 
only  the  few  isolated  sayings  in  the 
proi)hecies.  in  relation  to  Christ,  that 
we  now  find  there,  neither  Oppolis. 
nor  anyone  else,  could  uiij>‘htily  con- 
vince the  Jews  or  any  other  peojile 
that  Jesus  was  tin*  Christ.  Had  In* 
only  lived  in  our  day,  we  cannot  but 
think  that  he  would  have  an  up-hill 
business  in  convincinji-  the  Jews  of 
that  fact,  with  just  such  means. 

The  Hook  of  .Mormon  then,  so  far 
is  a true  witness  in  relation  to  ‘‘many 
plain  and  precious  thinj>K”  beiiift  tak- 
lenaway  from  the  Holy  scriptures. 

I .Afi'ain:  ‘‘’I'o  him  (Jesus)  jfive  uU  the 
' prophets  witness,  that  throUM'h  his 
name,  whosoever  believeth  in  him 
\ shaJ]  have  remission  of  sins."  (Acts 

Here  ajtain  the  same  lack  of  testi- 
mony is  found;  elevmi  of  these  proiih- 
ets  having:  nothin^,'  whatever  remain- 
inj>-  in  relatl<m  to  Christ,  and  five  be- 
inj>' entirely  lost.  And  by  the  way, 
this  text  includes  all  the  pro])hets 
since  the  world  beg-an.  as  well  as 
those  from  Samuel  afterward.  So 
far'  from  testimony  beinjt  found  in  all 
the  prophets  that  whosoever  believed 
in  Jesus  Christ  should  receive  a re- 
mission of  their  sins,  we  cannot  find 
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Kucfi  testimony  in  any  definite  sliapo 
in  any  of  them,  except  about  two; 
but  most  any  one  who  was  a little 
particular  would  reject  them  as  al- 
liuliu}?  vej-y  definitely  to  ('lirist,  or  to 
any  known  person  in  particular. 

Here  aaaiu  is  evidence  of  wholesale 
robbery  and  suppression  of  sacred 
things.  Yet  the  chief  Pi-iests  and 
Scribes  of  modern  times  tell  us  very 
gravely  that  “the  canon  of  scripture 
is  full  and  we  need  m*  more  revela- 
tion or  i)rophetR!”  An  awful  com- 
ment is  this  surely  upon  their  wis- 
<lom  and  learning-! 

In  the  Book  of  Alormon  we  read 
that  Joseph  when  in  Fgypt,  prophe- 
sied very  pointedly  in  regard  to  the 
raising  up  of  Aloses  to  deliver  the 
house  of  Israel  out  of  bondage  in 
that  nation.  (2d  cliap.  second  Book 
of  Nephi,  par.  1.)  In  Stei)hen  s apol- 
ogy, (Acts  7,)  speaking  of  Moses 
when  he  had  to  flee  out  of  Fgypt,  he 
says  that  “he  suj)posed  tliat  his 
brethren  would  liav<“ understood  tliat 
<b)d,  by  his  hand,  would  deliver 
them,  but  they  understood  not."  (v. 
2').)  Now  if  there  had  bmi  nothing 
w ritten  by  any  prophet  previous  to 
.Moses,  in  relation  to  Aloses  lieing 
their  deliverer,  we  do  not  see  wtiv 
-Moses  should  sufipose  tliat  Israel 
should  expect  or  hope  tliat  he  should 
b(‘  their  didiverer  any  more  tlian  anv- 
body  else.  To  expect  tlH'in  tt.  under- 
stand anything  of  that  kind,  with- 
o-ut  being  infornu'd  of  it  liy  i-evela- 
tion.  would  be  very  unreasonable  in- 
dexed. Hence  this  saying  of  Stephen 
is  evidence  of  stili  mor(‘  loss  of  sacred 
filings. 

rani,  in  his  di'fence  befori*  King 
Agrippa,  says,  -‘Having  tln'i-efore. 
obtaiiK'd  help  oftJod,  Icoutinueunto 
Ihis  day,  witnessing  unto  small  and 
great,  non--  other  things  than 

tliose  .V/ose.s- and  the  ifrophets 

iliil  .s-a.v  .should  come,  that  Christ 
•v/ioa/c/ and  that  he  should  be 
th<‘  first  that  should  i-ise  from  the 
dead.”  etc.  (Acts,  2(5:22.)  Here  again 
we  find  loss  of  sacred  things  First, 
there  is  not  a word  in  all  the  writ- 
ings of  .Moses  that  Christ  should 
either  suffer,  or  that  he  shouhl  be  the 
first  that  should  rise  from  the  dead. 
.Nor  is  th<>re  a line  in  all  tiie  pro|)h<*ts 


that  he  .should  be  the  first  that 
should  rise  from  the  dead.  Then 
again,  I’aul  certainly  taught  some 
very  important  things  in  his  pi-each- 
' iug  not  now  found  found  in  either 
; Moses  or  the  prophets:  as  baptism 
I for  tlie  remission  of  sins,  the  laving 
I on  of  hands  for  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
1 Ghost,  and  the  sacrament  of  the 
j Ford’s  supper  (.Acts,  1!):I  to  (>;  Rom. 

1 0:1  to  0.)  Then  again,  lie  taught 
I “baptism  for  the  dead,’’— an  ordi- 
nance now  unknown  to  all  the  di- 
vines of  modern  Christendom,  ami 
nowhere  mentioned  now  in  either 
Aloses  or  the  ju-ophets;  and  yet  he 
says  he  said  nothing  in  his  preach- 
ing but  what  “Aloses  and  the  ju-oph- 
ets  did  say  should  come,’’  etc.  This 
also  indicates  i-obbory  and  suppres- 
sion of  holy  scripture,  jilain  and  sa- 
cred. (1st  Cor.  15:10.)  in  another 
place,  Paul  reminds  his  followei-s 
that  all  Israel  were  all  baptised  unto 
Aloses  in  the  cloud  and  in  the  sea: 
and  did  all  eat  the  same  siiirituiil 
meat,  and  did  all  drink  the  same 
sjdritiml  drink:  for  thev  drank  of  that 
siiiritual  rock  that  followed  them, 
and  that  rock  wasChrist.”  (IstCoi-. 
10:  ltd  5.)  Now  the  Book  of  .Mor- 
mon teaches  that  the  gosiiel  as 
taught  in  the  days  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  his  apostles,  is  as  old  as  Adam, 
ami  was  iireaclual  among-  the  antc- 
deluvians,  and  in  Abraham's  day, 
a?id  that  it  was  (n-aticed  by  the 
Saints  in  all  ages;  and  that  faith,  re- 
pentance. and  baptism  for  the  re- 
mission of  sins;  and  the  laving  on  of 
hands  for  the  gift  of  the  Holv  Ghost, 
uas  known  to  themall.  Bntthougli 
Paul  tells  us  that  all  Isi-ael  werebap- 
tisediiithe  days  of  Alo.ses.  and  all 
ate  of  the  same  sidritnnl  incut,  and 
<lrHnk  of  the  same  drink  of 

the  gosiiel  of  Jesus  Christ,  ( Heb.  4:1. 
2.)  y(.*t  there  is  not  a line  iu  all  the 
Books  of  Aloses,  nor  in  the  prophets, 
that  makes  any  mention  of  the.se  or- 
(jinances  being  had  amongthemfrom 
Adam  to  (.'hrist.  H<*re  again  is  evi- 
dence of  “plain  and  precious  things” 
lieing  robbed  from  the  scriptures. 

In  his  writings  we  find  twoepistles 
of  his  also  lost.  (See  ('ol.  4;1(!:  Lst 
(.'or.  5:9  ) If  these  things  were  all 
necessary  in  the  days  of  old  to  the 
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\v(>]f!ire  of  Hod's  peo))!;',  who  will  say 
tliat  they  are  not  necessary  now? 
\Mio  says  that,  "the  canon  of  scrip- 
ture is  full?’’  (lod  or  man?  Most 
cei'tainly  (iod  has  never  said  so. 

On  a certain  occasion  the  Sadnoees 
came  to  .lesns  witli  a (jnestion  j^row- 
inj4'  ont  of  the  Law  of  -Moses  in  rela- 
tion to  niarriaj2,e.  Tiiatiawre<niired 
tliat  as  (tften  as  a man  died,  ieavinj^ 
a wife  iiut  no  postei-ity  that  the  next 
oldest  brotlier  sliould  take  liei-,  and 
raise  up  jjosterity  to  his  dead  broth- 
er, "lest  his  name  be  lost  in  Israel.” 
(Dent.  25:5-10.  Ruth  4:9~I2.)  • 

Now  said  they,  a certain  case  Oc- 
curred wliere  seven  In-othersliadsnch 
a woman.  t)ne  aftei-  the  other,  and 
all  died  leavinj?  no  p<(st<‘rity  by  her. 
"In  the  resurrection,  tlierefore,”  said 
they, ‘‘whose  wife  of  the  seven  sliali 
she  i)e,”  for  they  ail  iiad  her.  Jesus 
answers,  "ye  do  err,not/r«oni7?^»'  the 
s.-viptnvi^s,  nor  the  i)ower  of  (iod.” 

Here  it  would  seem  very  plain  tliat 
in  the  days  of  Jesus  ('hrist  there  were 
scriiitures  in  bein>>'  that  would  have 
very  easily  set  tiiosp  Haducees  riji'ht 
if  lliey  iiad  oidy  searclual  them  in  r<-- 
}iard  to  this  cpiestion.  Why  should 
Ji'sus  speak  of  the  scriptures  at  all 
in  this  case  if  there  had  lieen  nothinji,' 
in  them  pointinf>'  directly  to  the  solu- 
tion of  this  (juestion?  Ajiain,  why 
shouhl  the  Sadncees  put  such  a (jues- 
tion as  this  to  Jesus  or  any  body  <*lse 
nnh'ss  tlu're  hadlxtmsomethinji-'writ- 
t(m  sliowinf?  that  marriage  concern- 
(h1  tlu‘ life  to  come  as  well  as  this? 
But.\<ni  may  search  the  scriptures! 
from  liejrinnins' to  end  and  .^ou  can- 
not lind  a line  that  refers  to  this  mat- 
ten-,  in  tin*  most  distant  manner. 
Here  aj?ain  one  may  reasonably  in- 
fer that  v(*ry  int(‘r(‘stin{>-  scriptures 
are  suppressed. 

L’aui  a}>'ain  tells  us  that  "the  e.ve ; 
liath  not  seen,  neither  hath  the  ear' 
hoard,  neither  hath  it  entered  into 
the  heart  of  man  the  tliinfis  which 
Hod  hath  prejiared  for  them  that 
lov(>him."  But  said  lie  aj*ain  “Hod 
hath  revealed  them  to  us  (his  saints) 
by  his  sjiirit:  for  the  sjiirit  searclieth 
ull  thiiifi's.  yea  the  deep  thin}>s  of 
(xod.”  Paul  imnuit  of  confuse  that 
the  natural  or  the  unrefienerate  man 
knows  nothing-  of  these  jirwit  things; 


but  it  was  not  so  with  the  saints  of 
Hod.  By  the  sjiirit  of  Hod  th(‘y  were 
enabU'd  to  discern  them  in  the  insjiir- 
ed  writin{>-s  of  the  jn-ophets,  and  also 
by  the  manifestations  of  the  spirit  it- 
self. But  ask  those  divines  who  op- 
pose the  Book  of  Mormon  and  tell 
us  that  “the  canon  of  scrijiture  is  full 
and  want  no  more  revelation."  to 
tell  you  anythinji-  tiefinite  in  relation 
(o  “the  things  which  Hod  has  pre- 
jiared  for  them  that  love  him,"  and 
what  can  they  tell  you?  Very  mucii 
the  same  as  nothing?  at  all.  A think- 
ing man  needs  sonn^thinj^-  more  <l(‘fi- 
nite  than  mere  allusions  to  “the  Shin- 
ing River,”  “the  Mystic  Shore,"  “tin* 
Shining-  Shore,"  “Jordan's  banks." 
"Canaan’s  happy  shore,"  "Heaven 
and  the  realms  of  liliss,'’  and  “the 
{^ftlden  streets,"  and  “over  there," 
and  "b(‘yond  the  swellinj*'  flood," 
“beyond  the  bounds  of  time  and 
space,”  and  a hundred  other  pious 
nothings. 

'I’lie  a|)ostle  Jude  tells  us  that  En- 
och, the  seventh  from  Adam,  prophe- 
sied of  the  st'cond  coming  of  Christ  in 
the  Latter  days,  saying:  “Behold 
the  Lord  cometh  with  ten  thousand 
of  his  saints  to  execute  judgment  up- 
on all,  and  to  convince  all  that  are 
ungodly  among  them,  of  all  their  un- 
godly deeds  which  they  have  com- 
mitted, and  of  all  their  hard  sj)eeches 
which  ungodly  sinners  havt*  sj)oken 
against  him,”  (Jude  14.)  But  wher(‘ 
now  is  tills  great  and  good  Book  of 
Enoch?  Hone;  suppressed  with  all 
the  rest.  Indeed,  w('ha  vecome  with- 
in a very  litth'  of  losing  even  this 
projihecy;  for  when  one  considers 
that  all  we  now  have  of  so  clear  and 
forcible  a writer  as  tlie  aiiostle  Jude, 
is  one  little  scrap  of  a letter,  we  can- 
not but  think  that  liotli  jirojiliecy 
and  letter  had  a very  narrow  escape 
from  lieing  buried  in  the  oblivion  of 
all  the  rest. 

Again  we  may  very  reasonably  ask 
if  it  lias  been  luxa^ssary  to  i)res<>rve 
the  writings  of  some  eight  of  the 
apostles  why  should  not tlie  writings 
of  the  other  four  iie  preserved?  What 
has  become  of  these  great  and  holy 
men’s  works?  Did  not  all  of  tin* 
Twelve  travel  and  preach  and  liave 
the  heavens  opened  to  them,  and  re- 
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coivo  revolation.  aiin  knowledge,  and 
power,  and  snffer  niartyrdom,  one 
aa  well  a.s  the  others?  Who  will  say 
that  the  writings  of  these  reinainiiif? 
apostles  might  not  occupy  a veryim- 
portant  place  in  the  salvation  of 
man,  and  might  not  settle  some  very 
important  cpiestions  now  in  dispute 
among  the  orthodox  sects,  and  i)ar- 
ties  of  the  present  day?  Saint  Luke 
in  tlie  j)reface  to  his  gospel  says,  “For 
as  much  as  ninny  have  taken  in  hand 
to  s(-t  forth  in  order  a declaration  of 
those  things  which  are  most  surely 
believed  among  us,  * * * it  seem- 
ed good  to  me  also,  liaving  had  per- 
fect understanding  of  all  things  from 
the  veiy  first,'’  to  wnte  and  to  bear  I 
witness  oftlie  gospel  of  Christ.  (See: 
Luke  1:1-4.) 

Xow  there  are  only  oiglit  writers  of  i 
what  is  now  called  the  Xew  Testa- 
ment: Math.,  Mark. Luke, .h>hn, Paul,  ; 
Peter.  James,  and  Jude.  Luke  is 
jdaced  third  in  the  order  of  these 
writers;  yet  for  all  we  know,  he 
might  have  been  the  first  oftheeight, 
yet  he  says  that  ninny  had  written 
an  account  of  the  works  and  claims 
of  Jesus  Christ  before  he  commenced. 
But  if  his  place  among  the  eight  is 
right,  surely  two  are  not  many. 
Tiiese  things  all  tak(‘n  togethorshow 
a.  loss  of  sacred  wj-itings  that  is  at 
once  apparent  and  alarming,  and 
forces  the  conclusion  that  if  tiie  Book 
of  .Mormon,  and  the  Book  of  Doc- 
trine and  Covenants  among  the  Lat- 
terday  Saints,  arc*  not  revelations 
from  (xod,  most  certainly  they  ought 
to  l)e!  As  the  Book  of  .Mormon  says, 
it  is  no  great  wonder,  “that  an  ex- 
ceeding great  many  do  stumble,  be- 
cause of  the  many  plain  and  precioxis 
])arts  taken  away  from  the  l)ook  of 
the  lamb  of  Ood."  Every  refiecting 
man  knows  that  infidelity  in  these 
days  has  taken  very  lengthy  and 
rapid  strides.  We  cannot  but  think 
that  if  They  had  had  the  many  plain 
and  precious  things  above  referred 
to,  and  i)laiidy  shown  to  have  been 
r<)l)beil  from  the  scriptures  that  in- 
fidelity could  not  have  taken  tin*  gi- 
gantic strides  that  it  has. 

Still  w('  often  hear  the  remark  that 
“If  (lod  saw  that  we  ha<l  need  of  any 
moi-e  scri|)ture.  he  would  no  doubt 


liave  given  it  to  us.”  A very  short- 
sighted and  foolish  remark  indeed, 
(lod  has  fro(]uent]y  given  command- 
ments to  men  neither  to  add  to  nor 
diminish  from  his  words,  and  all  this 
implies  that  man— esi)ecially  wicked 
men  when  they  get  into  j)ower — may 
and  will  do  it,  just  as  they  do  many 
other  things  forbidden,  (l)eut.  4:  2, 
12,  :12;  Prov.  30:H.)  iloreover  he  has 
fre(inently  comma, nded  that  his  word 
be  written  on  monuments,  that  it 
might  not  only  speak  tothepasserby, 
but  that  they  miglit  also  preserve 
them  fi'om  generation  to  g<>neration; 
but  the  hand  of  time  and  barbarism, 
destroys  almost  thebest  inonunHmts, 
ami  unless  well  protected  from  tin? 
elements,  they  must  be  renewed  from 
time  to  time,  or  else  eventually  go  to 
ruin  and  decay. 

Thus  was  Joshua  and  all  Israel, 
and  their  prophets  commanded  to 
preserve  them.  ( Dent.  27:1-8:  Hab. 
2:2.1  The  remains  of  many  such 
monuments  are  still  in  existence;  Imt 
time  has  so  iireyed  upon  their  testi- 
mony that  they  are  anything  but 
complete.  But  asid(‘  from  all  this, 
we  have  the  i)r(‘cious  promise  that 
(lod  will,  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  of 
wicked  men  to  destroy  them,  pre- 
serve all  his  words  from  generation 
to  generation,  for  ev<'i-  and  ever,  as 
“choice  silver  trie<l  in  a furnace  of 
<'arth,  and  purified  seven  times.”  (Ps. 
|]2:(),  7.  Prov.  2:7.  Is.  ea:!!.  Math, 
i r):l.s.)  Xow  in  all  the  above  reference 
I we  find  the  decree  that  (lod  will  pre- 
' serve  his  word  and  that  it  shall  ac- 
; com[)lish  the  thing  foi-  which  it  was 
■ sent,  and  that  nojie  of  it  shall  be  h)st 
though  the  heavens  and  the  earth 
j |)ass  a way;  yet  all  this  furinshes  no 
I argument  that  it  will  i)e  found  al- 
; ways  among  those  who  o])p().s(!  and 
disregard  it,  and  s'l'ck  to  destroy  it. 
We  may  rest  assui’ed  that  wlien  the 
Romisli  power  '‘cnst  down  ihc  truth 
to  the  gvo7/fid,"  as  foretold  by  Dan- 
iel. and  destroyed  the  “mighty  and 
the  lioly  i)eoi)le.”  the  almighty  had 
his  eye  ii))on  this  matter,  and  meas- 
ures were  taken  by  him  to  liide  uj) 
and  pre.serve  his  holy  words  to  come 
forth  again,  in  liis  own  good  time  in 
the  Lattei-  Da.vstohnild  ui)hisclinrch 
again,  and  establisli  his  Kingdom  no 
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ni()r<>  to  h(‘  tlirowii  down  foi-over. 
’I']i(*  cwininj;' forth  of  llu*  Book  of  .Mor- 
mon in  1 Ii(‘H(‘  days  is  the  very  last 
(>vidfnc(‘  tiiat  (rod  thns  prcHcrNa-s  ids 
words  for<‘V{'r  and  (>v(*r;  and  that 
tliay  will  iii-foiiiftlisJi  til, It  which  he 
lih‘Hsi‘s,i\\\{\  jiros/icr  ill  thiit  which  he 
hfis  sent  it  to  <lo. 

Sprakiiift'  of  (ha  i)lin<linf’-.  fool- 
ish. conflirtinji',  and  false  teachinj>-s 
of  tli(‘  present  day,  and  tin*  cor- 
ruption atul  pride  orj-eli.yionsh'adei-s, 
iffi'oeson  to  say.  ••Y(‘a.  and  tlua-e 
shall  be  many  wiiicli  shall  t(*achafier 
titis  manner.  fa.lse,  and  vain,  anti 
foolisli  docti-iiK's.  and  shall  Ix'  jtnffed 
up  in  their  hearts  and  shall  seek  <le(‘p 
to  hid(“  their  CMHinst'is  fi-oin  the  Lord, 
.and  liieir  works  shall  iit'in  (h<‘  riark; 
.and  the  hlooii  of  the  siiint.s  sh;ill  cry 
I’roiii  the ^iToiinil  ii.u'-iinst  them."  {i2 
cha|).  2<i.  Book  of  Xeiihi,  paia  1.) 

I'lie  i-eader  will  bear  in  mind  that 
the  time  ailiidtal  to.  is  that  following' 
the  coininy,'  forth  of  the  Book  of  .Mor- 
mon ia  and  the  saints  whose 

blood  would  cry  to  lu'itvt'ii  aji'ainst 
their  murderers  art*  (host*  wht)  be- 
lh‘V(‘ In  the  Book  of  .M(»rmon  as  a 
revelation  from  (rod.  and  .Joseph 
.Smith,  th(‘ chosen  instiaiment  in  the 
luimls  of  (rod  to  briiiif  it  to  li^ht. 
'I'he  Book  of  Moianon  recti^i'nizesnont* 
others  in  this  ^'eneration  as  saints. 
In  less  than  eii>'ht  yeai's  fi-om  tin* pub- 
lication of  tin*  Book  of  .Mormon, 
many  of  the  saints  were  litm-ally 
slauji'liteia'd,  shot  down  in  cold  blo<nl 
for  no  oilier  rtaison  than  th.at  they 
wi're  .Mormons,  and  this  toobymobs 
led  and  haraiijiiieil  into  the  maddest 
fury  and  \’iolenc(“  liy  rt'verend  divines 
and  ministers  of  various  reliji'ious  de- 
nominations. in  Missouri,  and  aftei-- 
ward  in  Illinois.  'I'hepi'oiihet  .Joseph 
Smitli  and  ids  brother  llyruni,  and 
diff(“r<‘nt  others  even  since  that  time, 
have  all  bemi  murdered  for  their  faith 
ill  the  Book  of  .Mormon  and  in  th<‘ 
.\lmij2,'hty  as  a (rod  of  rev('lation. 

In  a cMiuntry  like  the  Fnited  States 
where  but  a short  time  befori'.  a new 
system)  of  fA'overnnumt  had  been  es- 
tablislu'd,  bascal  principally  u|K>n  llu* 
rifilit  of  every  man  to  worship  God 
according'  to  the  dictates  of  his  tiwn 
••onscience.  he  must  be  a very  shrewd 
ami  for('si}iht(*<i  youny,'  man,  who,  as 
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the  founder  of  a systrmi  of  reliy.'ion. 
could  predict  that  his  followers 
woidd  b(‘  mai-tyi-ed  in  the  course  of  a 
si])y,'le  j>'eneration  for  their  f;iith  in 
that  system;  and  liy  the  vei-y  class  of 
men  too  of  whom  it  was  pi-ojilK'sled 
it  would  be  done,  all  this  has  bexm 
do.i(‘. 

.tfi'aiii  W(‘ are  told  in  tlu'  Book  of 
Mormon  that  the  period  or  /‘■eneni- 
tion  imineilintely  tbiiowiiiM'  ili<‘  eoni- 
iny:  forth  of  that  hook  would  Ix'  a 
Iiei'iod  i>i ^■rent  wiekediiess,  a a!  that 
enlnmities.  storms,  tem/iests,  enrth- 
tlimkes.  accompanied  by  K'reat  noise 
from  tiie  boweds  of  the  (virlh.  Thiimler 
nml  lii^htniufi'.  great  tires,  and  fhm- 
itvs  and  pestilenees.  and  hiooilsheil 
or  wars,  would  lx*  upon  tlu'  face*  of 
the  eai-lli  in  {•onsiMpieiKx'ofKueh  wiek- 
ediu'ss,  (See  2d  Book  of  Xephi.ehai». 

iiai-.  4:  eiiap.  11,  ]mr.  Bl.)  More- 
ov(‘r  it  infoimiH  us  in  various  iilaees 
that  we  a re  now  li  vin,j>'  in  that  ji'cm- 
eration  whieh  .h'sus  said  would  be 
lik('  that  in  the  days  of  Noah,  tlinl 
would  iireeedi*  his  si'cond  cominj>'  at 
the  end  of  the  world  when  he  would 
biotail  \\'iek(x]ii(‘ssfroni  tlu*  faceof  all 
the  earth,  in  (la  miuj*’ fire;  when  all  the 
rifihteoiis  will  come  with  him,  and. 
the  saints  who  are  on  tlu*  (*arth  ami 
in  their  A’ra.vt's.  shall  be  cauM'ht  up  to 
nu*et  him  in  the  air,  and  dw<>II  witli 
him  on  tlu*  (‘arth,  in  its  purilied  slate, 
a thousand  years  in  ri'st  and  p(*{ice, 
aiul  a^ain,  foi*  ever  and  ever. 

\Vh(>n  oiu*<-onsi(l(‘rs  that  ci-i  nu*,  siiic<* 
tlu*  fominji'  forth  of  the  Book  of  Moi-- 
moM.  hns  g'rentiy  iiierensed  instead  of 
le.-isen(*d:  and  ay,‘ain,  of  tlu*  vast  wars, 
enrthqunkes.  storms,  tempests,  and 
tornndoes:  tlu*  fires,  famines,  jiesii- 
h'nces,  a.iul  dcstnietions  by  fieive  and 
vivid  iig'htning';  to  sa.^•  nothiiiy,-  of 
many  other  jiulft'iiu'nts  tliat  have 
taken  place  and  ari*  still  increasing 
in  theeartli  in  this  "•(‘neration,  liecaii 
only  concludt*  that  tlu*  Uiiowledjic* 
lU'cessary  to  predict  all  this  with 
studi  marvelous  accuracy  must  iu'C(*s- 
sarily  liave  be(‘n  f^-ivi'n  by  inspiration 
of  God;  for  the  wisdom  of  man  never 
pointed  it  out . 

Tlu*  Book  of  .Mormon  comes  forth 
in  tliis  j*(‘neration  in  fulfillment  of 
many  ]iroplH'ci(‘s  of  script  ure,  notably 
t h(‘ following*':  '‘.tiHl  this  ftospc'l  of 
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tlu'  kinji'flom  Hliall  !)(>  proficlu**)  in  all 
t ha  world  as  a witii(*sst()allnationK*’ 
that  llH'  (>nd  is  drawins*-  near,  and 
llu'ii  sliall  the  end  come.  In  <la.\'s 
lonj>' jA'oiie.  by  I have  been  nnicli  i)er- 
)»l(‘xe<i  to  understand  tliis  passa{>'e  in 
its  triu'  lU'ht,  as  all  the  orthodox 
(■hnr<du's  w(‘re.  it  was  claimed,  preach- 
infi:  what  they  nnd(‘rstood  astheji'os- 
pel  Whether  anyone  of  th(Mn  was 
preachinj>-  it.  or  tliey  all  were  i)r(*ach- 
inf*'  it.  or  whether  noin'  of  them  were 
preachiiijf  it,  was  the  (ineslion.  lUit 
when  Jesus  said,  “aiid  Tins  ji’ospid  of 
tht'  kiitj>'dom  shall  be  iiri'aciied,"  etc., 
the  litth'  woi-d- ••Tins"  in  the  sayinj;- 
setth's  it.  and  settles  it  beyond  <lis- 
pnte  too.  tt'hat  could  he  nu'an  thc'ii 
only  that  the  very  ji'ospid  tliat  he 
was  titen  preachinji',  with  all  that 
pertained  to  it.  its  faith,  its  repen- 
ta its  baptism  by  immersion  for 
the  remission  of  sins,  its  layiiift  on  of 
the  hands  of  its  ministei-s  forthe;*irts 
of  the  Holy  (Jhost,  its  healinf>-  of  tin* 
sick,  its  miracles,  itsji'iftsof  prophecy, 
its  power  to  cast  out  devils,  its 
ton^iK^s.  <lreanis,  and  visions,  and 
revelations,  and  the  ministry  of 
an^'cls;  these  ami  various  othei- 
thiiifis.  as  well  as  the  keei)in;i'  of  all 
the  coniniandments  of  (lod,  ail  takfm 
to;;-ether.  arc*  what  constituted  ••this 
jiospel,"  which  the  Savior  and  his 
.\postl(‘s  wc're  tin'll  i)reachinj4'-  (-Matt. 
l'4:U.) 

.\nd  now  this  is  t he  ;?ospel  that  is 
contaiiK'd  in  the  Book  of  .Mormon, 
and  the  Latter  Day  Saints  are  preach- 
ing it  in  all  the  world,  and  these 
promised  siy,^ns  follow  the  honest  bc*- 
lievers  in  it.  And  such  a ^'os[)el  is  not 
prc'ached  by  any  other  of  tin*  modern 
orthodox  sects:  but  .Jesns  and  his 
ajiostles  nevc-r  anthorixed  any  ottn*r 
ji’ospel.  and  never  preached  any  othc'r. 
I’mt  In*  has  both  himself  and  hisai»os- 
ties  solemnly  charficd  ns  sayinji': 
••Thonji'h  w(*  or  an  any,'el  from  hea  ven 
jireaches  an\' other  gospel  unto  yon 
than  that  which  we  have  iirc-'ac-hed 
unto  von,  k't  him  be accnrsc'd."  (<Jal. 
l:(i-12.l 

••Therefore  we  onjiht  to  }iive  the* 
more*  earnest  heed  to  the  thinji-s 
\\  hi(di  we  hii  re  ht'nvtl  Ic'st  ut  nuytiinp 
we  should  h‘t  thc'in  sli|).  For  if  the 
word  sjiokc'ii  by  anf>^els  wassteadfast 


A fixed  and  c(‘rtain  ) //o  ir  ,s7ia//  nv*  os- 
if  we  noji'liTt  so  {••rc'at  salvation 
which  nt  the  first  bc'^an  to  bespoken 
by  our  lord  Jc'sns  Christ,  and  was  af- 
terward confirmc'd  unto  ns  by  thc'in 
that  heard  him:  <Jod  also  liearinj;' 
them  witness  with  si^ms  and  won- 
dei-s,”  (>tc.  (Ht'b.  2:1-1.) 

“Now  brethrc'ii,  1 yon. 

mark  then  who  cause  divisions  and 
offences  voutvnvy  to  thc'  doctrine 
which  .re  hnvr'lcnvucd,  and  avoid 
tiiem,  f(jr  the.v  that  aresnehse/'re/jof 
our  lord  Jesus  Christ  but  their  own 
b(‘lli(‘s.  and  with  ji'ood  words  and 
fair  speeches,  deceive  the  heartsoftlu* 
[simple”  (Rom.  ItklT.  Is  ) . 

••.Moreover  brethren  i declare  unto 
.\’on  thefi'osiiel  whicli  I preachc'd  unto 
.\’on  which  also  ye  lun'c  received,  and 
wherein  yc*  stand:  by  which  also  yc* 
are  saved,  ifyo  kccji  in  memory  what 
I jfrcHohcd  unto  voii,  v\v."  (1st  Cor. 
i:.:l.  2.) 

••Let  tliat  therefore'  abide  in  yon 
which  yc'  have  heard  from  the  befiin- 
ninji'.  If  that  which  yc'have  iieard 
from  the  be^inninfr  shall  remain  ic 
yon.  yc*  shall  continue  in  tiie  Father 
and  in  the'  Son.”  (1st  John  2:24  ) 

'•  M'hosoc'vc'i-  transirresseth  and 
abideth  not  in  the  d'K-triiie  of  Christ, 
hath  not  Hod.  Hc'  that  abideth  in 
the  docti-inc' of  Christ  he  hath  both 
tile  Father  and  the  Son.”  I2d  John. 
1:5). ) 

•‘Bc'ioved  when  I ,i>'av«'  all  diliyience* 
to  write  unto  yon  of  the'  common 
salvation,  it  was  needful  for  me  to 
write  unto  yon,  and  exhort  yon, that 
.ve  should  earne.sT/.r  contend  for  the 
faith  onc<‘  tieiivcreii  unto  thc  saints." 
(Jiide.l 

■•He  that  rcjc'cteth  meandrc'cc'iveth 
not  my  words,  hath  onc't  hat  jnd.m’th 
him:  thi' word  whicli  / have  sjiokcn. 
tlie  same  shall  jmijii*  him  in  tin*  last 
da.\-.”  (John  12:47--')()  I 

Tliese  an*  tlu*  warniny.s.  admoni- 
tions and  ehar.ii^es  u'hlch  w<*  find 
thron^'hont  tin*  .\ew  'restaiiK'iit  and 
they  show  very  clearly  tliat  the  y,-oK- 
pel  Jesus  Christ  does  not  chanjre 
with  tiim*:  hence  when  he  said  Tins 
ji'ospel  of  t hekin}i'd(un  shall  l)epr(*ach- 
ed  in  all  tin*  world,  in  thelatt(*rdays. 
for  a testimon.v  to  all  nations  tliat 
his  cominji'  is  cIok<*  at  haml,  and  that 
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iill  who  will  be  Kfiv<‘<l  must  pre))are 
to  me(‘t  liiiii  at  Ills  eoiiiinji’  by  reeeiv- 
iiifi'  and  obeyiny,'  it,  we  may  rest  billy 
assni-ed  that  it  means  just  what  it 
says;  that  the  very  princijiles  that  he 
ati(i  his  apostil's  laid  Ix'fori'  men  in 
their  day.  with  all  its  promises,  yifts. 
and  vf'ipiirements.  are  all  indiided  in 
••  rms  yospel”  that  is  to  be  ])reaelied 
in  the  latter  days.  No  om*  can  rea- 
sonablv  oi-  instlv  aryiie  anvthiny 
else. 

Tlie  Book  of  Mormon  also  lu'ralds 
to  ns  the  ylad  iM'ws  that  this  is  tiie 
yeiicration  in  wliich  tlu'  eleventh 
chapter  of  Isaiali  is  to  be  I'nltilh'il.tlx' 
12th  vi’i'se  of  which  reads  thus:  "And 
Ih'  i (lod  ) shall  set  up  an  ('iisiyn  to  1 he 
nations,  and  shall  assemiih*  the  out- 
casts of  Israi'l,  and  yathcr  toyetlan' 
the  disperser!  of  .Indah  from  Hit'  four 
(jnarters  of  the  eartli," 

Imiei'd  tlu' Book  Of  Mrirmon  itself 
is  the  iirincijile  jiart  of  that  ensiyii; 
for  as  an  army  follows  its  (‘nsiyn,  so 
tlu‘h<»n(‘st  in  heart  follow  the  Book 
of  .Mormon  to  flu*  yatlun-iny  [ilaces 
ofZirjii.  and  all  this  because  of  its 
liarrnony  with  the  Bible. 

It  conn's  moreovr'r  to  herald  or 
in-oclaim  the  precious  news  that  the 
2htli  cliaiiti'r  of  I'lz('ki('i,  and  verses  :5:} 
1 o :>s  are  about,  or  dost'  at  ham!  to 
b(' fulfilled.  'I'liey  read  thus;  "As  I 
iiv(‘  saith  tin*  Eoi-d  (Jod.  surely  with 
a miyht.v  iiand.  ami  an  out  strr'tched 
arm.  and  with  fury  |)oni-ed  out  will  I 
rul(' over  yon.  And  I will  briny  yon 
out  from  thepr'ople.  and  1 wiilyatlier 
you  out  of  the  couutrii's  whei'ein  ye 
are  scattered,  with  a niiyhty  Iiand. 
and  a slretrdied  out  aian.  and  with 
fury  i)oni-ed  out.  .did  I will  briny 
.\'on  into  the  wiideriK'ss  of  lhepeoj)le, 
and  there  will  I jilead  with  yon  face 
to  face.  Liko  ns  I plvndsd  with  your 
fnthrrs  ill  tho  wUdevuoss  oi  the  hind 
o/'Eyypt.  .sYj  will  I jilond  with  you 
saith  tin*  Lord  <iod.  .^nd  1 will 
can.se  yon  to  |»ass  under  tlie  i-od,  and 
will  briny  yon  into  the  hoiid  of  cov- 
•umnt." 

Men.  learned  men.  thecleryy  ofthis 
yeiK'ration  ti'll  ns  1 hat  r<;velation  and 
the  raisiny  ip)  of  projihets  ceased  in 
•lohn.  tlie  i-evi'Iator.  But  in  the 
aliove  chapti'i-  we  have  a very  yrand 


Contradiction  of  all  this  nu'i-e  ck'ri- 
cal.  human  wisdom. 

Mow  (lod  can  ph'ad  with  all  Israel 
face  to  face  when  h(‘  yathers  thi'ni 
out  from  all  nations  i.ikk  nshojdontl- 
rd  with  ilndr  ththors  in  tho  wildov- 
7aw,  in  the  days  of  .Moses,  without 
raisiny  thi'in  up  such  a "la-i.i-ui  and 
DKiavKUKu"  as  Moses  was,  sona'  one 
slvilled  in  inakiny  the  .•\bniyhly  say 
o’lK*  t hi ny  and  mean  anot  lier,  and  very 
different  thiny,  must  ti'll.  we  can't. 
Yes,  and  at  the  s-uik*  lime,  lu'isyoiny 
to  "briny  them  into  the  laml  of  the 
covi'iiant,”  and  tliis  without  doubt 
is  th(' fnlfilliny  of  the  woi-ds  of  I’anI 
and  .leremiah.  whosay:  "Bi'hold  tlu' 
days  come  will'll  I will  make  a new 
covenant  with  the  house  of  Israel 
and  with  the  house  of  .Indah.”  (See 
•ler.  :n::n-:U:  lleii.  ,S:S-11.)  Yes,  sure- 
ly yri'at  thinys  are  promised,  and  to 
be  done  for  Isi-ael,  in  this  very  yener- 
ation. 

.\lthouyh  Israel  has  sinned,  \'es 
yreatiy  sinni'd.  and  transyressed  in 
the  ))ast  ayes,  and  (lod  has  scattered 
and  yiven  them  into  the  hands  of 
their  ('nemii'S  many  times,  and  hid 
his  face  from  them,  the  ]n-oniise  of 
(lOiI  is  that  he  will  nevei-  be  wroth 
with  them  an.v  more,  that  tliey  will 
never  be  scattered  any  moi-e,  and 
that  they  will  be  made  no  more  a re- 
in-oach  amony  the  heathen;  but  ai-e 
yoiny  to  In*  made  as  (lod  pi-omised 
them,  a nation  of  kinys  and  |)i-i»sts 
to  the  nations  of  the  earth:  literally 
the  head  of  the  nations. 

And  surely  this  jiresent  yeneration 
is  t he  time  for  the  fulfillnient  of  Eze- 
kiel 8(5.  87and  8Schai)ters.  Accordiny 
to  these  Israel  is  to  be  yatliereii  from 
all  lands  where  he  has  been  scattered, 

I ((’ha]i.  2(5:4. 1,  and  iilaced  in  their  owti 
■ lands  which,  thouyh  it  had  lony  lain 
1 desolate,  it  shall  become  as  the  yar- 
den  of  lOden.  BiK-anse  of  the  muKi- 
tndes  of  men  it  will  be  "a  land  of  un- 
walled villayi's.”  .Vnd  because  of  its 
riches  in  yold  and  silver  and  cattle 
and  wealth  of  all  kinds,  Ihe  kiny  of 
the  .North,  the  Empi'ror  of  Russia, 
the  chii'f  in-ince  oflMeshech  and  Tubal, 
or  JIoscow  and  Tobolsk,  with  other 
nations,  temiited  with  avarice  and 
jealous  of  the  yrowiny  yreatness  of 
Israel  will  confeih'rate  their  forces. 


Hi 
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niul  will  (‘OHIO  lip  “like  a cloud  to 
co\'('r  t he  land,”  to  crush,  to  spoil,  to 
rob.  and  to  carry  a way  wealth, 

luiping  to  subject  Israel  and  prevent 
them  i'rom  ever  becominf^-  a,  nation 
afi-ain.  But  l.liey  know  not  that  it  is 
the  (Jod  oi  their  fathers  whose  hand 
has  jifathercd  tlu'Di  in  fnllillnient  of 
Ills  proinis(‘s  and  decrees;  and  they 
'will  think  it  an  easy  matter  to  ac- 
complish tludr  hfdlish  (h'sijins.  But 
surely  as  tin*  prophetsays,  wlum  they 
j*'et  alrea<ly  into  that  land  and  ai-e 
aliout  to  accomplish  their  unholy 
work,  they  will  lind  tlHunseli'cs  cm- 
trapped  by  the  judKmimts  of  Ood, 
in  such  a manner  as  |»erliaps  lias 
n(>v(‘r  liad  a jiaralh'!  in  tlie  history  of 
man,  since  th(‘  days  of  th(‘  tiood. 
“And  it  siiall  conn*  to  pass  at  tlie 
sametinu'.  when  Oofi — this  Russian 
Prince— Shali  come  aj-ainst  the  land 
of  Isra(*i,  saith  the  I.ord  (tod,  that 
my  fury  shall  cfune  up  in  my  faci*. 
For  in  the  fir**  of  my  jealousy  and  in 
the  lire  of  my  wrath  have  I spoki'ii. 
snri'ly  in  that  day  there  shall  be  a 
j>reat  shaking' in  tlu'  land  of  Israel: 
so  tlmt  tin*  fishes  of  tlie  sea,  and  the 
fowls  of  the  heav<'n,  and  tin*  beasts 
of  tlu‘ field,  and  all  creepinj--  thing's 
that  creep  upon  the  earth,  shall 
shak<>al  my  prcsetice,  tmd  tin*  moun- 
tains shall  lie  thrown  <lown.  and  the 
steep  i)lac(‘s  shall  fall,  and  (‘\'ery  wall 
shallfalltothej>ronnd.  * * * And 
I will  iilead  aji'ainst  him  with  pesti- 
Icjua*  and  blood,  and  1 « ill  rain  uixm 
him  and  niion  his  bands,  an  ovei’ 
tiowinj*'  rain,  and  ^rc'at  hailstones. 
fir('  ami  brimstoin*.  'Phns  will  I may,-- 
nify  myself;  and  sanctify  myself:  and 
I will  be  known  in  the  ey(“s  of  nuiny 
nntifnis,  ami  they  shall  know  that  I 
am  th('  Lord."  lFz(‘k  2S:lS-2;5.) 

If  any  man  siipi»os(‘s  wlien  these 
mifihty  jiidjrments  fall  uiion  these* 
wicked  nations  that  there  will  be  no 
miji'hty  projihet  there* like  untei  .Mos(*s, 
or  like*  Elijah,  to  whom  (lod  will 
sfieak  and  e-onnse*!  Israe*!.  lie*  will  finel 
himse'lf  ve-ry  y,ravely  mistaken!  Feir 
it  is  written  teiuchins  Israe*!  in  the*se 
last  elays:  “1  will  re-store;  thy  judjivs 
ns  at  the  first,  and  thy  ceuinse'lleirs as 
at  the  be’j*inninf>';  nftfvwnrd  theiu 
(Je*rusale*m)  shalt  be  calle>el  the*  city 
of  riji'hteousne*ss.  the  faithhd  city." 


(Isaiah  1:21-27.) 

Now  if  (lexl  re‘store*s  Israels'  jndn-('s 
.\s  AT  Tine  FinsT,  and  their  eitficei-s  as 
at  the  be'j’innini;',  then  sui*e‘ly  the-re 
will  be*  a mijihly  jirojihet  amony,' 
the'm.  such  as  -Me)se*s  was,  wlio  cheisc 
“able*  m(*n  eiut  eif  all  Isi’ae*!.  andmaele* 
them  h(*aels  ove*r  tiie  people,  rulers  e>f 
themsamis,  rulers  eif  himdr(*ds,  rnh'rs 
of  liftics  ji.ml  rule-rs  eif  tens:  anel  tlu'.v 
the*  peojih*  at  all  seasons:  the* 
hard  e;ause*s  th<*y  brouyht  unto  Meise's 
but  eve*ry  small  matte*r  the*y.//7f/^Y*e/ 
themselve*s.  (Exod.  1S;2.'),  2(). ) “.Am! 

1 charyeel  yo//7‘./7/e/^’-e.s’  fit  that  time 
sayiny:  IlCfir  the*  cjius(*s  betwe*e*n 

your  h ]■e*thre•n.  find  juelye*  riyhte'eiusly 
betwe'cn  evi*ry  nuin  and  his  bro1h(*r, 
find  the*  stranye*r  tlmt  is  with  him. 

Ye*  shfill  not  res|)e“ct  pe*rseiiis  in  jndy- 
meiit:  but  yesimll  he*fir  the*  small  fis 
well  fis  the*  yre'fit;  ye*  shall  not  be 
fd'rfiiel  of  the  f.iye*  of  man,  for  tin* 
judym(*nt  is  (lod's;  and  the  cfuise* 
which  is  too  harel  for  you,  briny  it 
untei  me*  find  1 will  iK’.ir  it.  (i)e*ut. 
l:!M7. 1 

So  lhe*n  wh(*n  the*  .Almiyhty  <lo(*s 
this;  when  He*  r<*store*s  Isi-fiel's 
juelyes,  .\s  .vv  Tiin  fiust,  find  th(*ir 
e'Ol'.NSFI.eUeS  .\S  .\T  Till-:  UKUl.V-NINii  — 
that  is,  ill  .Mose's'  time*,  when  Meise-s 
find  Aaron  were  raised  u))  tei  lx*  Is- 
rael’s eeiunselors,  imme*eliate‘ly  umler 
the  instruction  of  (xoel,  it  is  s;ife 
e*nouyli  tei  assume  that  fi  miyhty  | 

pro|ihe*t  like*  unto  .Meisi's  will  lx*  th(*r(* 
when  these*  wicked  mitions  invade*  | 
ttie*  land  of  Israel  in  the'sehitterebiys.  : 
throuyh  whemi  the  .\liiiiyhty  will  j 
spe'fik  find  woi-k  the*se*  judym(*nts  • 

npon  tticse  wicke*d  nie'ii,  and  it  will 
mit  be*  leiny  fifte*r  this  till  .Jerusfili'in 
b(*conH'S  “ t liei  city  of  riyiite*ousncss, 
the  ffiitlifnl  city,"  fis  the*  prophet 
says. 

•Anel  neiw  as  they  have  filr(*fiely 
be*yun  toyatherin  yre'fit  numlx'rs  to 
the*  Ifind  eif  Palestine,  ficeeireliny  to 
the  predictiems  ejf  the  ti-ue*  and  faith- 
ful Book  eif  Meirmon.  some*  of  the*  im- 
tieins  are*  ftlre'fiely  be*yinniny  tei  spe*e-- 
uhite*  fis  tei  what  kinei  of  fi  yeivern- 
ine-nt  Isiniel  is  yeiiny  tei  luive*;  wlieth- 
i*r  fi  motifirchy.  an  aristeicrficy,  eir  a 
re*publican  feirm  eif  yeivf*rnme*nt;  but 
thi*y  ne'(*el  neit  tremble*  th(*mse*lve*s 
about  it,  for  the*  .tlniiyhty  himself 
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will  fulfill  lii«  (‘ov'wiant  made  with 
their  fathers,  and  will  raise  tlu'in  up 
one  of  the  house  of  David  to  be  their 
Uiiiff  and  protector:  “For  lo  1 I will 
coiiitiuiud,  aiul  r will  sift  tin'  house 
of  Israel  ainon;^  all  nations,  like  as 
corn  is  sifted  in  a sieve,  yet  shall  not 
the  least  j;rain  fall  to  the^rouinl. 
All  the  sinners  of  my  i)eople  shall  di<* 
by  the  sword,  who  say  the  evil  shall 
not  overtake  nor  come  nigh  unto  us. 
In  tliat  {lay,”  that  is.  in  the  day 
wh(*n  {io(\c<>iiiui;tn<ls  ami  sifts  Isi-ael 
in  .•<//  nations  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
storing them  again  t<.>  the  land  of 
their  fathers,  and  to  his  favor — in 
that  day  1 will  raise  up  tlie  talx'rna- 
cle  or  house  of  David  that  is  fallen, 
and  close*  up  the  breaclx's  thereof; 
and  I will  raise  up  his  ruins,  and  1 
will  build  it  <ts  in  tlw  days  of  old, 
that  the.y  may  possess  the  remnant 
of  Edom,  and  of  all  the  heathen  who 
are  called  by  my  name. 

In  the  dispute  upon  circumcision  in 
the  days  of  the  Apostles,  James  says: 
“Simeon  hath  declared  how  God  at 
the  first,  did  visit  tin*  Oentil(?s  to 
take  out  of  them  a iMH)p!e  for  his 
!iam(';  and  t{>  this  agree  the  woi-ds 
of  the  prophets;  as  it  is  written,  .\f- 
TKU  THIS,"  that  is,  after  God  finishes 
the  W(jrk  of  taking  out  of  the  Gen- 
tiles a jx'oph*  for  his  name.  ‘‘.After 
this,”  I will  return  and  build  again 
the  tabernacle  of  David  whi<-h  is 
fallen;  and  I will  build  again  the 
ruins  thereof,  and  set  it  up  that  the 
residue  of  men  might  seek  after  the 
Lord,  and  all  the G-entiles  upon  whom 
my  name  is  called,  saith  the  Lord 
that  doeth  all  these  things.  (Acts 
l."):12-17.) 

Now  what  we  gatherfrom  all  these 
things  is:  First,  that  Israel,  .-iftor 
he  has  been  scattered  in  .\m.  nations, 
the  .American  nations  as  well  as  all 
others — God  is  both  to  'U'omuinnd'' 
and  “sift”  them  among  all  these  na- 
tions for  the  purjiose  of  gathering 
them  out  of  all  nations  to  their  own 
lands.  Second,  that  God  Is  .first  to 
finish  the  work  of  taking  out  of  the 
G<'n  tiles  a [leophGor  his  name;  bt'fore 
he  commands  and  sifts  Israel  among 
the  nations,  'rhird,  that  when  the 
commanding  and  sifting  of  Israel 
among  the  nations  takes  jilace,  God 


will  set  up  the  throne  of  !)a\  id  over 
Israel  to  In*  their  ruler  and  ()rotector 
and  defender.  .And,  fourth,  that  all 
the  people  who  liave  been  takim  out 
{)f  the  Gentiles  in  the  finishing  u|)  of 
the  work  of  taking  out  of  them  a 
people  for  his  name  -will  all  flnall.v 
come  un<l(‘r  the  throne  or  kingdom 
of  David. 

But  there  is  a large  class  of  men 

a. mong  the  .Jews,  who  will  say  to 
those  sent  to  warn  them.  “The  evil 
shall  not  overtake  nor  prevent  us,” 
who  care  nothing  for  the  land  of 
their  fathers,  \vhos<*  god  is  their 
w<*alth,  and  who  (juiet  their  con- 
sciences as  the  antidelnvians  by 
tr<‘atiug  the  message  or  the  com- 
maml  to  gather  out  with  i:idifferenc(‘ 
and  ev<'n  contempt,  who  will  as  sure- 
l.v  ])erish  by  the  sword  as  the  former 
(lid  by  wat(*r;  for  that  God  who  has 
rev(*ale<l  the  Book  of  Mormon,  lias 
informed  us  that  ther-e  will  be  a time 
in  this  geiu'ration  when  the  Lattei- 
Day  Saints  will  be  the  only  peoplt*  on 
the  earth,  that  shall  not  iie  at  war 
one  with  another,  and  that  “all  who 
will  not  take  up  the  swoi-d  against 
th<*lr  neighbors  must  needs  fh'c  unto 
Zion  (or  the  Latt<'r  Da.v  Saints)  for 
safety.”  “Hard  to  believe  that,” 
says  one.  Certainly  it  is  hard  for 
some,  but  nevertheless  as  Joseph 
Smith,  the  instrnme.it  which  God 
has  chosen  to  bring  forth  tin* 
Book  of  Mormon,  has  jn-edicted  so 
many  oth(*r  things  e<iually  hard  to 
believe,  many  of  which  have  ah’eaily 
come  to  ])ass,  notably  the  Civil  war 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  very 
place  or  state  wher<'  it  wfinld  begin, 
with  all  its  leading  features,  and  also 
the  desolating  wars  of  other  nations 
that  imnu'diately  followed,  we  arc* 
fully  confident  that  this  almost  uni- 
versal war  will  follow,  before  all  the 
p'^ople  who  were  living  in  1S:12  will 
have  pass<*d  awa.v.  .And  tlu'sc*  un- 
believing Jews  will  no  donbt,  perish  » 

b. v  the  sword,  as  God  hath  said. 

Tothesethings  wemight  add  many 

others  of  a similar  character;  and  yet 
we  are  told  that  God  has  shut  his 
mouth  and  will  reveal  nothing  more 
till  the  day  of  final  judgment!  And 
yet  there  ai*<‘  but  two  reasons  given 
between  the  lids  of  the  Bible  why 
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Ood  reveals  nothin;^'  to  man,  and 
tin'se  two  rcv'isoiiK  art*  simpl.v  sin  and 
nnbeln  f.  \V(‘know  of  no  otlier  reason 
\^■l•it(en. 

In  this  little  woi-k  we  have  shown 
not  only  tluit  (Jod  was,  in  all  tlie 
past,  a r(‘v(‘aler  of  swrets,  and  that 
such  is  his  eharacU'i-  ytd,  bnt  that  he 
will  tilso  r<;veal  nii^'ht.vand  wttndrttus 
things  yet  in  tin*  very  innir  future  to 
his  peoitle  of  1-rael.  but  notwitli 
standi 'g  all  this  and  iiuh-1i  more  we 
ttre  fully  tissured  that  none  of  the 
wicked  will  Ite  altk'  to  understand; 
for,  as  Diiniel  says;  “Lliewick<*d  shall 
do  wickedly,  and  nont'  of  tin*  wicked 
shall  understand,  but  tlie  wist'  shtill 
untlerstaad.”— t Dtm  12: 10. ) \Ylio}ir<' 
they?  In  the  first  place,  tlitw  are 
thost'who  iv/.s7/  to  undt'rstand.  “Be- 
caus;>  tlie.v  rt'gtird  not  tlie  works  of 
the  lan-d,  nor  tin*  o|)erafion  of  ins 
hands,  he  will  desti-oy  tlu'in  jind  not 
Imild  them  u]).”— ( Ps.  2s:  5, ) 

“'Tlie  bereans  were  more  noble 
than  they  of  'riiessalonica.  in  that 
theyreceived  the  word  with  all  readi- 
nt'ss  of  mind,  and  st‘:irc]i(‘(l  the  Sevip- 
Inivs  (l.iHy,  whether  those  things 
wert'  so.  Therefore  many  of  them 
believed,'*  t'tc. — (Acts  17:11,  12.'|  A 
disposilion  to  “provt*  all  tiling's  which 
(}od  sends  as  a dispensa.tion  by  any 
man  whom  ho  calls  and  sends  and  to 
hold  fast  that  which  is  good,”  Is  an- 
otlier  trait  in  a man's  character  well 
calculated  to  lead  him  to  be  a.  wise 
man. — (tst  'i’hess.  5:  21.) 

A desire  to  know  what  (lod  wishes 
us  to  do  is  pretty  c('rtain  to  l(*ad  a 
man  to  salvation,  or  to  obey  th<“ 
true  gospt'l. 

It  is  written:  “Wo  unto  them  that 
call  evil  good,  and  good  evil;  that 
putteth  darkiK'ss  for  light,  and  liglit 
for  darkness;  that  jiut  iiitter  for 
sweet,  and  sweet  for  bitter.” — (Is.  5: 


2h.)  Till'  man  who  is  careful  in  these 
matters,  careful  that  he  does  not  call 
evil  gooil.  oi-  good  evil,  etc.,  these  are 
the  traits  that  eventually  will  lend 
to  be  wise'. 

’ -lust  such  men  will  eventuallv  be 
! led  to  see  the  dispensation  that’dod 
' has  revealed  in  this  generation.  But 
I the  man  who  says,  “the  r<*ligion  of 
! myfather  and  motheris  good  enough 
I for  me,”  and  the  man  that  takes 
; everything  for  granted  that  the  pop- 
i iilar  prcaclu'rs  set  before  him,  and 
; nevc'r  opens  his  Bible  to  se(*  whetlu'r 
it  is  true  or  false,  takes  no  pains  to 
sc'ck  after  the  truth  or  to  find  out 
what  <iod  would  have  him  to  do  to 
be  saved,  will  certainly  lie  found 
among  the  wicked  in  thedayof  (Jod's 
righteous  .judgment,  and  although 
(lod  will  fulfill  all  his  words  given  in 
the  past  in  r('ference  to  this  genera- 
tion in  mighty  powm-and  demonstra- 
tion of  truth,  none  of  that  class  of 
num  will  be  enabled  to  see  it. 

Do  not  forget,  reader,  also,  these 
words:  “Itehold.  I will  send  you” — 
Zion  and  .Jerusalem — “Elijah  before 
the  coming  of  the  (juk.vt  and  dkicad- 
day  of  the  Lord,  and  ho  shall 
turn  the  hearts  of  the  fathers  to 
the  cliililren,  and  the  hearts  of  the 
children  to  the  fathers  lest  I come 
and  smite  the  [whole]  earth  with  a 
curse.'’— (Ma,l.  4:  5.)  The  great  and 
dreadful  day  of  the  Lord  is  the  day 
of  the  coming  of  the  Lor<l  .Tesus. 

“Repent  and  receive  the  true,  gos- 
])el  of  .Jesus  Christ,  and  1)0  thereby 
prepared  to  uu'Ot  him  at  liis  coming” 
is  till'  voice  of  till'  I.,or(l  to  all  the 
peo|)le  of  this  generation. 

Truly  and  Sincerely, 

W I X G F 1 1:  L I ) tY  A T.S  ( ) X . 

Spring  Prairie,  Wis..  Mjirch  24, 


